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STAR*D Algorithm

LEVEL 1

INITIAL TREATMENT:
citalopram

R

LEVEL 2

SWITCH TO: bupropion
(sustained-release), cognitive
therapy, sertraline,
venlafaxine {(extended-
release)

OR AUGMENT WITH:
bupropion (sustained-
release), buspirone, cognitive
therapy

v

LEVEL 2A
{only for those
receiving cognitive
therapy in Level 2)

SWITCH TO:

bupropion

LEVEL 3

SWITCH TO: mirtazapine
nortriptyline

OR AUGMENT WITH:
lithium or triiodothyroning
{only with bupropion
[sustained-release],
sertraline, venlafaxine
[extended-release])
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| TO: tranylcypromine
azapine combined.

axine {extend

ajp.psychiatryonline.org



