
BRIEF SUMMARY. See package insert for full prescribing information.

INDICATIONS—GEODON Capsules is indicated for the treatment of schizophrenia and acute manic or mixed episodes associated with 
bipolar disorder with or without psychotic features. GEODON® (ziprasidone mesylate) for Injection is indicated for acute agitation in 
schizophrenic patients.
CONTRAINDICATIONS—QT Prolongation: Because of GEODON’s dose-related prolongation of the QT interval and the known association 
of fatal arrhythmias with QT prolongation by some other drugs, GEODON is contraindicated in patients with a known history of QT
prolongation (including congenital long QT syndrome), with recent acute myocardial infarction, or with uncompensated heart failure (see 
WARNINGS). Pharmacokinetic/pharmacodynamic studies between GEODON and other drugs that prolong the QT interval have not been 
performed. An additive effect of GEODON and other drugs that prolong the QT interval cannot be excluded. Therefore, GEODON should not 
be given with dofetilide, sotalol, quinidine, other Class Ia and III anti-arrhythmics, mesoridazine, thioridazine, chlorpromazine, droperidol, 
pimozide, sparfloxacin, gatifloxacin, moxifloxacin, halofantrine, mefloquine, pentamidine, arsenic trioxide, levomethadyl acetate, dolasetron 
mesylate, probucol, or tacrolimus. GEODON is also contraindicated with drugs that have demonstrated QT prolongation as one of their 
pharmacodynamic effects and have this effect described in the full prescribing information as a contraindication or a boxed or bolded warning 
(see WARNINGS). GEODON is contraindicated in individuals with a known hypersensitivity to the product. WARNINGS—Increased 
Mortality in Elderly Patients with Dementia-Related Psychosis: Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis treated with atypical 
antipsychotic drugs are at an increased risk of death compared to placebo. GEODON (ziprasidone) is not approved for the treatment 
of patients with dementia-related psychosis (see Boxed Warning). QT Prolongation and Risk of Sudden Death: GEODON use should 
be avoided in combination with other drugs that are known to prolong the QTc interval. Additionally, clinicians should be alert to the 
identification of other drugs that have been consistently observed to prolong the QTc interval. Such drugs should not be prescribed with 
GEODON. A study directly comparing the QT/QTc-prolonging effect of GEODON with several other drugs effective in the treatment of 
schizophrenia was conducted in patient volunteers. The mean increase in QTc from baseline for GEODON ranged from approximately 
9 to 14 msec greater than for four of the comparator drugs (risperidone, olanzapine, quetiapine, and haloperidol), but was 
approximately 14 msec less than the prolongation observed for thioridazine. In this study, the effect of GEODON on QTc length was not 
augmented by the presence of a metabolic inhibitor (ketoconazole 200 mg bid). In placebo-controlled trials, GEODON increased the
QTc interval compared to placebo by approximately 10 msec at the highest recommended daily dose of 160 mg. In clinical trials the 
electrocardiograms of 2/2988 (0.06%) GEODON patients and 1/440 (0.23%) placebo patients revealed QTc intervals exceeding the 
potentially clinically relevant threshold of 500 msec. In the GEODON patients, neither case suggested a role of GEODON. Some drugs 
that prolong the QT/QTc interval have been associated with the occurrence of torsade de pointes and with sudden unexplained death. 
The relationship of QT prolongation to torsade de pointes is clearest for larger increases (20 msec and greater) but it is possible that 
smaller QT/QTc prolongations may also increase risk, or increase it in susceptible individuals, such as those with hypokalemia, 
hypomagnesemia, or genetic predisposition. Although torsade de pointes has not been observed in association with the use of GEODON 
at recommended doses in premarketing studies, experience is too limited to rule out an increased risk. A study evaluating the QT/QTc
prolonging effect of intramuscular GEODON, with intramuscular haloperidol as a control, was conducted in patient volunteers. In the 
trial, ECGs were obtained at the time of maximum plasma concentration following two injections of GEODON (20 mg then 30 mg) or 
haloperidol (7.5 mg then 10 mg) given four hours apart. Note that a 30 mg dose of intramuscular GEODON is 50% higher than the 
recommended therapeutic dose. The mean change in QTc from baseline was calculated for each drug using a sample-based correction 
that removes the effect of heart rate on the QT interval. The mean increase in QTc from baseline for GEODON was 4.6 msec following 
the first injection and 12.8 msec following the second injection. The mean increase in QTc from baseline for haloperidol was 6.0 msec 
following the first injection and 14.7 msec following the second injection. In this study, no patient had a QTc interval exceeding 500 
msec. As with other antipsychotic drugs and placebo, sudden unexplained deaths have been reported in patients taking GEODON at 
recommended doses. The premarketing experience for GEODON did not reveal an excess of mortality for GEODON compared to other 
antipsychotic drugs or placebo, but the extent of exposure was limited, especially for the drugs used as active controls and placebo. 
Nevertheless, GEODON’s larger prolongation of QTc length compared to several other antipsychotic drugs raises the possibility that 
the risk of sudden death may be greater for GEODON than for other available drugs for treating schizophrenia. This possibility needs 
to be considered in deciding among alternative drug products. Certain circumstances may increase the risk of the occurrence of torsade 
de pointes and/or sudden death in association with the use of drugs that prolong the QTc interval, including (1) bradycardia; (2) 
hypokalemia or hypomagnesemia; (3) concomitant use of other drugs that prolong the QTc interval; and (4) presence of congenital 
prolongation of the QT interval. GEODON should also be avoided in patients with congenital long QT syndrome and in patients with a 
history of cardiac arrhythmias (see CONTRAINDICATIONS, and see Drug Interactions under PRECAUTIONS). It is recommended that 
patients being considered for GEODON treatment who are at risk for significant electrolyte disturbances, hypokalemia in particular, 
have baseline serum potassium and magnesium measurements. Hypokalemia (and/or hypomagnesemia) may increase the risk of 
QT prolongation and arrhythmia. Hypokalemia may result from diuretic therapy, diarrhea, and other causes. Patients with low serum 
potassium and/or magnesium should be repleted with those electrolytes before proceeding with treatment. It is essential to periodically 
monitor serum electrolytes in patients for whom diuretic therapy is introduced during GEODON treatment. Persistently prolonged QTc
intervals may also increase the risk of further prolongation and arrhythmia, but it is not clear that routine screening ECG measures are 
effective in detecting such patients. Rather, GEODON should be avoided in patients with histories of significant cardiovascular illness, 
eg, QT prolongation, recent acute myocardial infarction, uncompensated heart failure, or cardiac arrhythmia. GEODON should be 
discontinued in patients who are found to have persistent QTc measurements >500 msec. Neuroleptic Malignant Syndrome (NMS): A
potentially fatal symptom complex sometimes referred to as Neuroleptic Malignant Syndrome (NMS) has been reported in association with 
administration of antipsychotic drugs. The management of NMS should include: (1) immediate discontinuation of antipsychotic drugs and 
other drugs not essential to concurrent therapy; (2) intensive symptomatic treatment and medical monitoring; and (3) treatment of any 
concomitant serious medical problems for which specific treatments are available. If a patient requires antipsychotic drug treatment after 
recovery from NMS, the potential reintroduction of drug therapy should be carefully considered. The patient should be carefully monitored, 
since recurrences of NMS have been reported. Tardive Dyskinesia (TD): A syndrome of potentially irreversible, involuntary, dyskinetic 
movements may develop in patients undergoing treatment with antipsychotic drugs. Although the prevalence of TD appears to be highest 
among the elderly, especially elderly women, it is impossible to rely upon prevalence estimates to predict, at the inception of antipsychotic 
treatment, which patients are likely to develop TD. If signs and symptoms of TD appear in a patient on GEODON, drug discontinuation should 
be considered. Hyperglycemia and Diabetes Mellitus: Hyperglycemia-related adverse events, sometimes serious, have been reported in 
patients treated with atypical antipsychotics. There have been few reports of hyperglycemia or diabetes in patients treated with GEODON, 
and it is not known if GEODON is associated with these events. Patients treated with an atypical antipsychotic should be monitored for 
symptoms of hyperglycemia. PRECAUTIONS—General: Rash: In premarketing trials, about 5% of GEODON patients developed rash 
and/or urticaria, with discontinuation of treatment in about one-sixth of these cases. The occurrence of rash was dose related, although the 
finding might also be explained by longer exposure in higher-dose patients. Several patients with rash had signs and symptoms of associated 
systemic illness, e.g., elevated WBCs. Most patients improved promptly upon treatment with antihistamines or steroids and/or upon 
discontinuation of GEODON, and all patients were reported to recover completely. Upon appearance of rash for which an alternative etiology 
cannot be identified, GEODON should be discontinued. Orthostatic Hypotension: GEODON may induce orthostatic hypotension associated 
with dizziness, tachycardia, and, in some patients, syncope, especially during the initial dose-titration period, probably reflecting its α1-
adrenergic antagonist properties. Syncope was reported in 0.6% of GEODON patients. GEODON should be used with particular caution in 
patients with known cardiovascular disease (history of myocardial infarction or ischemic heart disease, heart failure or conduction 
abnormalities), cerebrovascular disease or conditions that would predispose patients to hypotension (dehydration, hypovolemia, and 
treatment with antihypertensive medications). Seizures: In clinical trials, seizures occurred in 0.4% of GEODON patients. There were 
confounding factors that may have contributed to seizures in many of these cases. As with other antipsychotic drugs, GEODON should be 
used cautiously in patients with a history of seizures or with conditions that potentially lower the seizure threshold, e.g., Alzheimer’s dementia. 
Conditions that lower the seizure threshold may be more prevalent in a population of 65 years or older. Dysphagia: Esophageal dysmotility 
and aspiration have been associated with antipsychotic drug use. Aspiration pneumonia is a common cause of morbidity and mortality in 
elderly patients, in particular those with advanced Alzheimer’s dementia, and GEODON and other antipsychotic drugs should be used 
cautiously in patients at risk for aspiration pneumonia. (See also Boxed WARNING, WARNINGS: Increased Mortality in Elderly Patients 
with Dementia-Related Psychosis). Hyperprolactinemia: As with other drugs that antagonize dopamine D2 receptors, GEODON elevates 
prolactin levels in humans. Tissue culture experiments indicate that approximately one third of human breast cancers are prolactin dependent 
in vitro, a factor of potential importance if the prescription of these drugs is contemplated in a patient with previously detected breast cancer. 
Neither clinical studies nor epidemiologic studies conducted to date have shown an association between chronic administration of this class 
of drugs and tumorigenesis in humans; the available evidence is considered too limited to be conclusive at this time. Potential for Cognitive 
and Motor Impairment:Somnolence was a commonly reported adverse event in GEODON patients. In the 4- and 6-week placebo-controlled 
trials, somnolence was reported in 14% of GEODON patients vs 7% of placebo patients. Somnolence led to discontinuation in 0.3% of 
patients in short-term clinical trials. Since GEODON has the potential to impair judgment, thinking, or motor skills, patients should be 
cautioned about performing activities requiring mental alertness, such as operating a motor vehicle (including automobiles) or operating 
hazardous machinery until they are reasonably certain that GEODON therapy does not affect them adversely. Priapism:One case of priapism 
was reported in the premarketing database. Body Temperature Regulation: Although not reported with GEODON in premarketing trials, 
disruption of the body’s ability to reduce core body temperature has been attributed to antipsychotic agents. Suicide: The possibility of a 
suicide attempt is inherent in psychotic illness and close supervision of high-risk patients should accompany drug therapy. GEODON 
prescriptions should be written for the smallest quantity of capsules consistent with good patient management to reduce overdose risk. 
Use in Patients with Concomitant Illness:Clinical experience with GEODON in patients with certain concomitant systemic illnesses is limited. 
GEODON has not been evaluated or used to any appreciable extent in patients with a recent history of myocardial infarction or unstable heart 
disease. Patients with these diagnoses were excluded from premarketing clinical studies. Because of the risk of QTc prolongation and 
orthostatic hypotension with GEODON, caution should be observed in cardiac patients (see QT Prolongation and Risk of Sudden Death in 
WARNINGS and Orthostatic Hypotension in PRECAUTIONS). Information for Patients: To ensure safe and effective use of GEODON, the 

information and instructions in the Patient Information Section should be discussed with patients.Laboratory Tests: Patients being considered 
for GEODON treatment who are at risk of significant electrolyte disturbances should have baseline serum potassium and magnesium
measurements. Low serum potassium and magnesium should be repleted before treatment. Patients who are started on diuretics during 
GEODON therapy need periodic monitoring of serum potassium and magnesium. Discontinue GEODON in patients who are found to have 
persistent QTc measurements >500 msec (see WARNINGS).Drug Interactions: (1) GEODON should not be used with any drug that prolongs 
the QT interval. (2) Given the primary CNS effects of GEODON, caution should be used when it is taken in combination with other centrally 
acting drugs. (3) Because of its potential for inducing hypotension, GEODON may enhance the effects of certain antihypertensive agents. 
(4) GEODON may antagonize the effects of levodopa and dopamine agonists. Effect of Other Drugs on GEODON: Carbamazepine, 200 mg 
bid for 21 days, resulted in a decrease of approximately 35% in the AUC of GEODON. Ketoconazole, a potent inhibitor of CYP3A4, 400 mg 
qd for 5 days, increased the AUC and Cmax of GEODON by about 35%-40%. Cimetidine, 800 mg qd for 2 days, did not affect GEODON 
pharmacokinetics. Coadministration of 30 mL of Maalox did not affect GEODON pharmacokinetics. Population pharmacokinetic analysis 
of schizophrenic patients in controlled clinical trials has not revealed any clinically significant pharmacokinetic interactions with benztropine, 
propranolol, or lorazepam. Effect of GEODON on Other Drugs: In vitro studies revealed little potential for GEODON to interfere with the 
metabolism of drugs cleared primarily by CYP1A2, CYP2C9, CYP2C19, CYP2D6, and CYP3A4, and little potential for drug interactions with 
GEODON due to displacement. GEODON 40 mg bid administered concom itantly with lithium 450 mg bid for 7 days did not affect the steady-
state level or renal clearance of lithium. GEODON 20 mg bid did not affect the pharmacokinetics of concomitantly administered oral 
contraceptives, ethinyl estradiol (0.03 mg) and levonorgestrel (0.15 mg). Consistent with in vitro results, a study in normal healthy volunteers 
showed that GEODON did not alter the metabolism of dextromethorphan, a CYP2D6 model substrate, to its major metabolite, dextrorphan. 
There was no statistically significant change in the  urinary dextromethorphan/dextrorphan ratio. Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, 
Impairment of Fertility: Lifetime carcinogenicity studies were conducted with GEODON in Long Evans rats and CD-1 mice. In male mice, 
there was no increase in incidence of tumors relative to controls. In female mice there were dose-related increases in the incidences of 
pituitary gland adenoma and carcinoma, and mammary gland adenocarcinoma at all doses tested. Increases in serum prolactin were 
observed in a 1-month dietary study in female, but not male, mice. GEODON had no effect on serum prolactin in rats in a 5-week dietary 
study at the doses that were used in the carcinogenicity study. The relevance for human risk of the findings of prolactin-mediated endocrine 
tumors in rodents is unknown (see Hyperprolactinemia). Mutagenesis: There was a reproducible mutagenic response in the Ames assay 
in one strain of S. typhimurium in the absence of metabolic activation. Positive results were obtained in both the in vitro mammalian cell 
gene mutation assay and the in vitro chromosomal aberration assay in human lymphocytes. Impairment of Fertility: GEODON increased 
time to copulation in Sprague-Dawley rats in two fertility and early embryonic development studies at doses of 10 to 160 mg/kg/day (0.5 to 
8 times the MRHD of 200 mg/day on a mg/m2 basis). Fertility rate was reduced at 160 mg/kg/day (8 times the MRHD on a mg/m2 basis). 
There was no effect on fertility at 40 mg/kg/day (2 times the MRHD on a mg/m2 basis). The fertility of female rats was reduced. Pregnancy—
Pregnancy Category C: There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. GEODON should be used during pregnancy 
only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. Labor and Delivery: The effect of GEODON on labor and delivery in humans 
is unknown. Nursing Mothers: It is not known whether, and if so in what amount, GEODON or its metabolites are excreted in human milk. 
It is recommended that women receiving GEODON should not breast feed. Pediatric Use: The safety and effectiveness of GEODON in 
pediatric patients have not been established. Geriatric Use: Of the approximately 4500 patients treated with GEODON in clinical studies, 
2.4% (109) were 65 years of age or over. In general, there was no indication of any different tolerability for GEODON or of reduced clearance 
of GEODON in the elderly compared to younger adults. Nevertheless, the presence of multiple factors that might increase the 
pharmacodynamic response to GEODON, or cause poorer tolerance or orthostasis, should lead to consideration of a lower starting dose, 
slower titration, and careful monitoring during the initial dosing period for some elderly patients. ADVERSE REACTIONS— Adverse Findings 
Observed in Short-term, Placebo-Controlled Trials: The following findings are based on the short-term placebo-controlled premarketing 
trials for schizophrenia (a pool of two 6-week, and two 4-week fixed-dose trials) and bipolar mania (a pool of two 3-week flexible-dose trials) 
in which GEODON was administered in doses ranging from 10 to 200 mg/day. Adverse Events Associated with Discontinuation: 
Schizophrenia: Approximately 4.1% (29/702) of GEODON-treated patients in short-term, placebo-controlled studies discontinued treatment 
due to an adverse event, compared with about 2.2% (6/273) on placebo. The most common event associated with dropout was rash, 
including 7 dropouts for rash among GEODON patients (1%) compared to no placebo patients (see PRECAUTIONS). Bipolar Mania: 
Approximately 6.5% (18/279) of GEODON-treated patients in short-term, placebo-controlled studies discontinued treatment due to an 
adverse event, compared with about 3.7% (5/136) on placebo. The most common events associated with dropout in the GEODON-treated
patients were akathisia, anxiety, depression, dizziness, dystonia, rash and vomiting, with 2 dropouts for each of these events among GEODON 
patients (1%) compared to one placebo patient each for dystonia and rash (1%) and no placebo patients for the remaining adverse events. 
Adverse Events at an Incidence ≥5% and at Least Twice the Rate of Placebo: The most commonly observed adverse events associated 
with GEODON in schizophrenia trials were somnolence (14%) and respiratory tract infection (8%). The most commonly observed adverse 
events associated with the use of GEODON in bipolar mania trials were somnolence (31%), extrapyramidal symptoms (31%), dizziness
(16%), akathisia (10%), abnormal vision (6%), asthenia (6%), and vomiting (5%). The following list enumerates the treatment-emergent 
adverse events that occurred during acute therapy, including only those events that occurred in 2% of GEODON patients and at a greater 
incidence than in placebo. Schizophrenia: Body as a Whole—asthenia, accidental injury, chest pain. Cardiovascular—tachycardia. 
Digestive—nausea, constipation, dyspepsia, diarrhea, dry mouth, anorexia. Nervous—extrapyramidal symptoms, somnolence, akathisia, 
dizziness. Respiratory—respiratory tract infection, rhinitis, cough increased. Skin and Appendages—rash, fungal dermatitis. Special 
Senses— abnormal vision. Bipolar Mania: Body as a Whole—headache, asthenia, accidental injury. Cardiovascular—hypertension. 
Digestive—nausea, diarrhea, dry mouth, vomiting, increased salivation, tongue edema, dysphagia. Musculoskeletal—myalgia. Nervous—
somnolence, extrapyramidal symptoms, dizziness, akathisia, anxiety, hypesthesia, speech disorder. Respiratory—pharyngitis, dyspnea. 
Skin and Appendages—fungal dermatitis. Special Senses—abnormal vision. Dose Dependency: An analysis for dose response in the 
schizophrenia trials revealed an apparent relation of adverse event to dose for the following: asthenia, postural hypotension, anorexia, dry 
mouth, increased salivation, arthralgia, anxiety, dizziness, dystonia, hypertonia, somnolence, tremor, rhinitis, rash, and abnormal vision. 
Extrapyramidal Symptoms (EPS): The incidence of reported EPS for GEODON patients in the short-term, placebo-controlled schizophrenia 
trials was 14% vs 8% for placebo. Objectively collected data from those trials on the Simpson-Angus Rating Scale and the Barnes Akathisia 
Scale did not generally show a difference between GEODON and placebo. Vital Sign Changes: GEODON is associated with orthostatic 
hypotension (see PRECAUTIONS). Weight Gain: In short-term schizophrenia trials, the proportions of patients meeting a weight gain 
criterion of ≥7% of body weight were compared, revealing a statistically significantly greater incidence of weight gain for GEODON patients 
(10%) vs placebo patients (4%). A median weight gain of 0.5 kg was observed in GEODON patients vs 0.0 kg in placebo patients. Weight 
gain was reported as an adverse event in 0.4% of both GEODON and placebo patients. During long-term therapy with GEODON, a 
categorization of patients at baseline on the basis of body mass index (BMI) showed the greatest mean weight gain and the highest incidence 
of clinically significant weight gain (>7% of body weight) in patients with a low BMI (<23) compared to normal (23-27) or overweight (>27) 
patients. There was a mean weight gain of 1.4 kg for patients with a “low” baseline BMI, 0.0 kg for patients with a “normal” BMI, and a 1.3 
kg mean weight loss for patients with a “high” BMI. ECG Changes: GEODON is associated with an increase in the QTc interval (see 
WARNINGS). In schizophrenia trials, GEODON was associated with a mean increase in heart rate of 1.4 beats per minute compared to a 0.2 
beats per minute decrease among placebo patients. Other Adverse Events Observed During the Premarketing Evaluation of GEODON:
Frequent adverse events are those occurring in at least 1/100 patients; infrequent adverse events are those occurring in 1/100 to 1/1000 
patients; rare events are those occurring in fewer than 1/1000 patients. Schizophrenia: Body as a Whole—Frequent: abdominal pain, flu 
syndrome, fever, accidental fall, face edema, chills, photosensitivity reaction, flank pain, hypothermia, motor vehicle accident. Cardiovascular 
System—Frequent: tachycardia, hypertension, postural hypotension; Infrequent: bradycardia, angina pectoris, atrial fibrillation; Rare: first-
degree AV block, bundle branch block, phlebitis, pulmonary embolus, cardiomegaly, cerebral infarct, cerebrovascular accident, deep 
thrombophlebitis, myocarditis, thrombophlebitis. Digestive System—Frequent: anorexia, vomiting; Infrequent: rectal hemorrhage, 
dysphagia, tongue edema; Rare: gum hemorrhage, jaundice, fecal impaction, gamma glutamyl transpeptidase increased, hematemesis, 
cholestatic jaundice, hepatitis, hepatomegaly, leukoplakia of mouth, fatty liver deposit, melena. Endocrine—Rare: hypothyroidism, 
hyperthyroidism, thyroiditis. Hemic and Lymphatic System—Infrequent: anemia, ecchymosis, leukocytosis, leukopenia, eosinophilia, 
lymphadenopathy;Rare: thrombocytopenia, hypochromic anemia, lymphocytosis, monocytosis, basophilia, lymphedema, polycythemia, 
thrombocythemia. Metabolic and Nutritional Disorders—Infrequent: thirst, transaminase increased, peripheral edema, hyperglycemia, 
creatine phosphokinase increased, alkaline phosphatase increased, hypercholesteremia, dehydration, lactic dehydrogenase increased, 
albuminuria, hypokalemia; Rare: BUN increased, creatinine increased, hyperlipemia, hypocholesteremia, hyperkalemia, hypochloremia, 
hypoglycemia, hyponatremia, hypoproteinemia, glucose tolerance decreased, gout, hyperchloremia, hyperuricemia, hypocalcemia, 
hypoglycemic reaction, hypomagnesemia, ketosis, respiratory alkalosis. Musculoskeletal System —Frequent: myalgia; 
Infrequent: tenosynovitis;Rare: myopathy. Nervous System—Frequent: agitation, extrapyramidal syndrome, tremor, dystonia, hypertonia, 
dyskinesia, hostility, twitching, paresthesia, confusion, vertigo, hypokinesia, hyperkinesia, abnormal gait, oculogyric crisis, hypesthesia, 
ataxia, amnesia, cogwheel rigidity, delirium, hypotonia, akinesia, dysarthria, withdrawal syndrome, buccoglossal syndrome, choreoathetosis, 
diplopia, incoordination, neuropathy; Infrequent: paralysis; Rare: myoclonus, nystagmus, torticollis, circumoral paresthesia, opisthotonos, 
reflexes increased, trismus. Respiratory System—Frequent: dyspnea; Infrequent: pneumonia, epistaxis; Rare: hemoptysis, laryngismus. 
Skin and Appendages— Infrequent: maculopapular rash, urticaria, alopecia, eczema, exfoliative dermatitis, contact dermatitis, 
vesiculobullous rash. Special Senses —Frequent: fungal dermatitis; Infrequent: conjunctivitis, dry eyes, tinnitus, blepharitis, cataract, 
photophobia;Rare: eye hemorrhage, visual field defect, keratitis, keratoconjunctivitis. Urogenital System—Infrequent: impotence, abnormal 
ejaculation, amenorrhea, hematuria, menorrhagia, female lactation, polyuria, urinary retention, metrorrhagia, male sexual dysfunction, 
anorgasmia, glycosuria; Rare: gynecomastia, vaginal hemorrhage, nocturia, oliguria, female sexual dysfunction, uterine hemorrhage. 
Adverse Finding Observed in Trials of Intramuscular GEODON: In these studies, the most commonly observed adverse events associated 
with the use of intramuscular GEODON (≥5%) and observed at a rate on intramuscular GEODON ( in the higher dose groups) at least twice 
that of the lowest intramuscular GEODON group were headache (13%), nausea (12%), and somnolence (20%). Adverse Events at an 
Incidence >1% in Short-Term Fixed-Dose Intramuscular Trials: The following list enumerates the treatment-emergent adverse events 
that occurred in ≥1% of GEODON patients (in the higher dose groups) and at least twice that of the lowest intramuscular GEODON group. 
Body as a Whole—headache, injection site pain, asthenia, abdominal pain, flu syndrome, back pain. Cardiovascular—postural hypotension, 
hypertension, bradycardia, vasodilation. Digestive—nausea, rectal hemorrhage, diarrhea, vomiting, dyspepsia, anorexia, constipation, 
tooth disorder, dry mouth. Nervous—dizziness, anxiety, insomnia, somnolence, akathisia, agitation, extrapyramidal syndrome, hypertonia, 
cogwheel rigidity, paresthesia, personality disorder, psychosis, speech disorder. Respiratory—rhinitis. Skin and Appendages—
furunculosis, sweating. Urogenital—dysmenorrhea, priapism. DRUG ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE—Controlled Substance Class:
GEODON is not a controlled substance. OVERDOSAGE—In premarketing trials in over 5400 patients, accidental or intentional overdosage 
of GEODON was documented in 10 patients. All patients survived without sequelae. In the patient taking the largest confirmed amount (3240 
mg), the only symptoms reported were minimal sedation, slurring of speech, and transitory hypertension (BP 200/95).

Increased Mortality in Elderly Patients with Dementia-Related Psychosis: Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis treated with 
atypical antipsychotic drugs are at an increased risk of death compared to placebo. Analyses of seventeen placebo controlled trials 
(modal duration of 10 weeks) in these patients revealed a risk of death in the drug-treated patients of between 1.6 to 1.7 times that seen 
in placebo-treated patients. Over the course of a typical 10 week controlled trial, the rate of death in drug-treated patients was about 
4.5%, compared to a rate of about 2.6% in the placebo group. Although the causes of death were varied, most of the deaths appeared 
to be either cardiovascular (e.g., heart failure, sudden death) or infectious (e.g., pneumonia) in nature. GEODON (ziprasidone) is not 
approved for the treatment of patients with Dementia-Related Psychosis.
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GEODON for Injection is indicated for the treatment of acute agitation in 
schizophrenic patients for whom treatment with GEODON is appropriate 
and who need intramuscular antipsychotic medication for rapid control 
of the agitation. 
Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis treated with atypical 
antipsychotic drugs are at an increased risk of death compared to 
placebo. GEODON is not approved for the treatment of patients with 
dementia-related psychosis.
GEODON is contraindicated in patients with a known history of QT 
prolongation, recent acute myocardial infarction, or uncompensated 
heart failure, and should not be used with other QT-prolonging drugs. 
GEODON has a greater capacity to prolong the QTc interval than several 
antipsychotics. In some drugs, QT prolongation has been associated 
with torsade de pointes, a potentially fatal arrhythmia. In many cases 
this would lead to the conclusion that other drugs should be tried first. 
As with all antipsychotic medications, a rare and potentially fatal 
condition known as neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS) has been 
reported with GEODON. NMS can cause hyperpyrexia, muscle rigidity, 
diaphoresis, tachycardia, irregular pulse or blood pressure, cardiac 
dysrhythmia, and altered mental status. If signs and symptoms appear, 
immediate discontinuation, treatment, and monitoring are recommended. 

Prescribing should be consistent with the need to minimize tardive 
dyskinesia (TD), a potentially irreversible dose- and duration-dependent 
syndrome. If signs and symptoms appear, discontinuation should be 
considered since TD may remit partially or completely.
Hyperglycemia-related adverse events, sometimes serious, have been 
reported in patients treated with atypical antipsychotics. There have been 
few reports of hyperglycemia or diabetes in patients treated with GEODON, 
and it is not known if GEODON is associated with these events. Patients 
treated with an atypical antipsychotic should be monitored for symptoms 
of hyperglycemia.
Precautions include the risk of rash, orthostatic hypotension, and seizures.
In fixed-dose, pivotal studies, the most commonly observed adverse 
events associated with the use of GEODON for Injection (incidence ≥5%) 
and observed at a rate in the higher GEODON dose groups (10 mg, 20 mg) 
of at least twice that of the lowest GEODON dose group (2 mg control) 
were somnolence (20%), headache (13%), and nausea (12%).

Please see brief summary of prescribing information on adjacent page.

Control acute agitation with

Rapid control* with low EPS1-4

 • Low incidence of movement disorders1-4

 • Smooth transition, with continued improvement, from IM to oral therapy3,4

 • May be used concomitantly with benzodiazepines2,3,5

In schizophrenia. . .

*  In 2 pivotal studies vs control, signifi cance was achieved at the 2-hour primary end point (10 mg study) 
and at the 4-hour primary end point (20 mg study).
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for Written Exams
May 7-11, 2008 – Chicago

for Oral Boards
Optional didactic day & 3-day mock orals

Nov 17 & 18-19 – San Francisco
January 15 & 16-17 – Portland, OR

February 16 & 17-18 – Tampa

for Recerti  cation
November 17-18, 2007 – San Francisco

for Child and Adolescent
November 13-15, 2007 – Kansas City

New – Best of Psych Audio
Call Today:  (800) 356-7537
www.osler.org/y7xa

Call for Papers 
Epidemiologic Reviews Theme Issue 

The Epidemiology of Mental Disorders 

Epidemiologic Reviews, a sister publication of the American
Journal of Epidemiology, is devoted to publishing 
comprehensive and critical reviews on specific themes once 
a year. The next issue will address the epidemiology of 
mental disorders. We are soliciting manuscripts on topics 
such as schizophrenia, depression, anxiety, suicide, 
dementia, eating disorders, life course approaches, 
international variation, genetic and social risk factors, and 
epidemiologic approaches to taxonomy. 

Please note that papers on other aspects of the epidemiology 
of mental disorders are welcome. Manuscripts can be up to 
6,000 words in length exclusive of the abstract, tables, 
figures, and references. Give details of the method of 
literature search and use systematic reviews or meta-
analysis, if appropriate. 

Submit completed manuscripts as email attachments to 
Harriett Telljohann (htelljoh@jhsph.edu) by  
November 30, 2007.

Michel A. Ibrahim, MD, PhD     William Eaton, PhD 
Editor-in-Chief      Chair, Editorial Committee 
Epidemiologic Reviews     Epidemiologic Reviews



Too many times I’ve seen how quickly the
devastating effects of bipolar disorder can impact
my patients’ lives—and the damage that each
episode can cause.

Families torn apart.
Careers ravaged.
Relationships destroyed.

The stakes are high.

As a doctor, I fight every day to make sure that
bipolar disorder will not win out.

OL36807A 0206 ©2006, ELI LILLY AND COMPANY. 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Complex puzzles. Comprehensive solutions.

Affiliated with the University of  Pittsburgh School of  Medicine, UPMC is ranked among the nation’s best hospitals by U.S.News & World Report.

upmc.com  |  1-800-533-UPMC

At Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic of UPMC, 
we take on complex disorders that some other centers 
won’t even attempt to treat. 

But whether a patient has a difficult-to-treat disorder
or one more easily treated, teams of specialists in
psychiatry, psychopharmacology, clinical psychology,
and medicine craft complete, individualized treatment
plans that draw upon the latest clinical research, 
much of it conducted by our own investigators.
Whether we’re interpreting our clinical trial data 
or a patient’s lab results, our work to advance the
understanding and treatment of bipolar disorder,

eating disorders, autism, and geriatric behavioral
health issues is world-class. In fact, we have one of the
world’s most comprehensive programs for mood disorders,
with research-based treatments for patients at every level
of need, at every stage of life. 

With more than 400 inpatient psychiatric beds and 75
ambulatory programs, we care for people when they’re
feeling their worst and support them when they’re at
their best, back with their families in their home towns.
Each year, Western Psychiatric helps some 30,000
people of all ages — at all stages of recovery, from all
over the world — live healthier and more productive lives.



















Are your patients’ restless legs to

The only FDA-approved medications for the treatment
of RLS are within the dopamine agonist (DA) class

Restless Legs Syndrome
(RLS) is a common,
underdiagnosed
condition affecting
a range of patients1,2

• Approximately 12 million
Americans suffer from
moderate to severe
primary RLS1,3,4

• A differential diagnosis
can help rule out other
health conditions
that can cause
problems with
sleeping, including
insomnia/sleep
disorders, depression,
or RLS1

These essential criteria can help confirm RLS5,6

Urge to move legs—usually accompanied by uncomfortable leg sensations

Symptoms begin or worsen during rest such as when lying or sitting

Symptoms are partially or totally relieved by movement

Symptoms are worse in the evening or night4

3

2

1



Restless Legs Syndrome…Simplified
MIRAPEX offers effective, long-term relief from the symptoms
of moderate to severe primary RLS7

• Well-established safety and tolerability profile

• No predicted P450 interactions

• Not a controlled substance

• Convenient dosing and titration

— 75% of patients on the 0.25 mg dose of MIRAPEX responded to therapy*

— MIRAPEX Starter Kit offers simple single-step titration†

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION ABOUT MIRAPEX: Patients have reported falling asleep without
perceived warning signs during activities of daily living, including operation of a motor vehicle.
Hallucinations and postural (orthostatic) hypotension may occur. The most commonly reported adverse
events in RLS clinical trials for MIRAPEX vs placebo were nausea (16% vs 5%), headache (16% vs 15%),
fatigue (9% vs 7%), and somnolence (6% vs 3%).

Patients and caregivers should be informed that impulse control disorders/compulsive behaviors may occur
while taking medicines, including pramipexole, to treat Parkinson’s disease and RLS.
Please see accompanying Brief Summary of Prescribing Information.
* Results of a 12-week, placebo-controlled, randomized, double-blind, fixed-dose–treatment trial to assess the efficacy and safety of MIRAPEX
vs placebo in the treatment of moderate to severe primary RLS.
Responders defined as patients with symptoms rated as “much improved” or “very much improved,” as measured on the CGI-I.

†Provides samples of the first 2 dosage strengths. Additional titration steps may be needed to achieve symptom relief.

References: 1. Hening W, Walters AS, Allen RP, et al. Impact, diagnosis and treatment of restless legs syndrome (RLS)
in a primary care population: the REST (RLS epidemiology, symptoms, and treatment) primary care study. Sleep Med.
2004;5:237-246. 2. Allen RP, Earley CJ. Restless legs syndrome: a review of clinical and pathophysiologic features.
J Clin Neurophysiol. 2001;18:128-147. 3. National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute Working Group on Restless Legs
Syndrome. Restless legs syndrome: detection and management in primary care. Am Fam Physician. 2000;62:108-114.
4. US Census Bureau. Table 1: Population Age 18 or Over: July 1, 2003. http://www.census.gov/PressRelease/www/
releases/CB04-38TABLE1.pdf. Accessed April 12, 2005. 5. Allen RP, Picchietti D, Hening WA, et al. Restless legs
syndrome: diagnostic criteria, special considerations, and epidemiology. A report from the restless legs syndrome
diagnosis and epidemiology workshop at the National Institutes of Health. Sleep Med. 2003;4:101-119. 6. National
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. Restless legs syndrome fact sheet. http://www.ninds.nih.gov/disorders/
restless_legs/detail_restless_legs.htm. Accessed May 26, 2006. 7. Trenkwalder C, Stiasny-Kolster K, Kupsch A, et al.
Controlled withdrawal of pramipexole after 6 months of open-label treatment in patients with restless legs syndrome.
Mov Disord. 2006;21:1404-1410.

Copyright © 2007, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved.
Printed in U.S.A. (08/07) MRLS47332A

www.mirapex.com

blame for their sleepless nights?
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Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) Brief Summary of Prescribing Information
0.125 mg, 0.25 mg, 0.5 mg, 1 mg, and 1.5 mg tablets
INDICATIONS AND USAGE
Parkinson’s Disease: MIRAPEX tablets are indicated for the treatment of the signs and symptoms of idiopathic Parkinson’s
disease.
Restless Legs Syndrome: MIRAPEX tablets are indicated for the treatment of moderate-to-severe primary Restless Legs
Syndrome (RLS).
CONTRAINDICATIONS: MIRAPEX tablets are contraindicated in patients who have demonstrated hypersensitivity to the drug or its
ingredients.
WARNINGS: Falling Asleep During Activities of Daily Living
Patients treated with Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) have reported falling asleep while engaged in activities of
daily living, including the operation of motor vehicles which sometimes resulted in accidents. Although many of these
patients reported somnolence while on MIRAPEX tablets, some perceived that they had no warning signs such as
excessive drowsiness, and believed that they were alert immediately prior to the event. Some of these events had been
reported as late as one year after the initiation of treatment.
Somnolence is a common occurrence in patients receiving MIRAPEX tablets at doses above 1.5 mg/day 
(0.5 mg TID) for Parkinson’s disease. In controlled clinical trials in RLS, patients treated with MIRAPEX tablets at doses
of 0.25-0.75 mg once a day, the incidence of somnolence was 6% compared to an incidence of 3% for placebo-treated
patients (see ADVERSE EVENTS). Many clinical experts believe that falling asleep while engaged in activities of daily
living always occurs in a setting of pre-existing somnolence, although patients may not give such a history. For this
reason, prescribers should continually reassess patients for drowsiness or sleepiness, especially since some of the
events occur well after the start of treatment. Prescribers should also be aware that patients may not acknowledge
drowsiness or sleepiness until directly questioned about drowsiness or sleepiness during specific activities.
Before initiating treatment with MIRAPEX tablets, patients should be advised of the potential to develop drowsiness and
specifically asked about factors that may increase the risk with MIRAPEX tablets such as concomitant sedating
medications, the presence of sleep disorders, and concomitant medications that increase pramipexole plasma levels
(e.g., cimetidine - see PRECAUTIONS, Drug Interactions). If a patient develops significant daytime sleepiness or
episodes of falling asleep during activities that require active participation (e.g., conversations, eating, etc.), MIRAPEX
tablets should ordinarily be discontinued. If a decision is made to continue MIRAPEX tablets, patients should be advised
to not drive and to avoid other potentially dangerous activities. While dose reduction clearly reduces the degree of
somnolence, there is insufficient information to establish that dose reduction will eliminate episodes of falling asleep
while engaged in activities of daily living.
Symptomatic Hypotension: Dopamine agonists, in clinical studies and clinical experience, appear to impair the systemic
regulation of blood pressure, with resulting orthostatic hypotension, especially during dose escalation. Parkinson’s disease
patients, in addition, appear to have an impaired capacity to respond to an orthostatic challenge. For these reasons, both
Parkinson’s disease patients and RLS patients being treated with dopaminergic agonists ordinarily require careful monitoring for
signs and symptoms of orthostatic hypotension, especially during dose escalation, and should be informed of this risk (see
PRECAUTIONS, Information for Patients ).
In clinical trials of pramipexole, however, and despite clear orthostatic effects in normal volunteers, the reported incidence of
clinically significant orthostatic hypotension was not greater among those assigned to Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride)
tablets than among those assigned to placebo. This result, especially with the higher doses used in Parkinson’s disease, is clearly
unexpected in light of the previous experience with the risks of dopamine agonist therapy.
While this finding could reflect a unique property of pramipexole, it might also be explained by the conditions of the study and the
nature of the population enrolled in the clinical trials. Patients were very carefully titrated, and patients with active cardiovascular
disease or significant orthostatic hypotension at baseline were excluded. Also, clinical trials in patients with RLS did not
incorporate orthostatic challenges with intensive blood pressure monitoring done in close temporal proximity to dosing.
Hallucinations: In the three double-blind, placebo-controlled trials in early Parkinson’s disease, hallucinations were observed in 9%
(35 of 388) of patients receiving MIRAPEX tablets, compared with 2.6% (6 of 235) of patients receiving placebo. In the four double-
blind, placebo-controlled trials in advanced Parkinson’s disease, where patients received MIRAPEX tablets and concomitant
levodopa, hallucinations were observed in 16.5% (43 of 260) of patients receiving MIRAPEX tablets compared with 3.8% (10 of
264) of patients receiving placebo. Hallucinations were of sufficient severity to cause discontinuation of treatment in 3.1% of the
early Parkinson’s disease patients and 2.7% of the advanced Parkinson’s disease patients compared with about 0.4% of placebo
patients in both populations.
Age appears to increase the risk of hallucinations attributable to pramipexole. In the early Parkinson’s disease patients, the risk of
hallucinations was 1.9 times greater than placebo in patients younger than 65 years and 6.8 times greater than placebo in
patients older than 65 years. In the advanced Parkinson’s disease patients, the risk of hallucinations was 3.5 times greater than
placebo in patients younger than 65 years and 5.2 times greater than placebo in patients older than 65 years.
In the RLS clinical program, one pramipexole-treated patient (of 889) reported hallucinations; this patient discontinued treatment
and the symptoms resolved.
PRECAUTIONS
Rhabdomyolysis: A single case of rhabdomyolysis occurred in a 49-year-old male with advanced Parkinson’s disease treated
with MIRAPEX tablets. The patient was hospitalized with an elevated CPK (10,631 IU/L). The symptoms resolved with
discontinuation of the medication. Renal: Since pramipexole is eliminated through the kidneys, caution should be exercised when
prescribing Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets to patients with renal insufficiency (see DOSAGE AND
ADMINISTRATION in full Prescribing Information). Dyskinesia: MIRAPEX tablets may potentiate the dopaminergic side effects of
levodopa and may cause or exacerbate preexisting dyskinesia. Decreasing the dose of levodopa may ameliorate this side effect.
Retinal Pathology in Albino Rats: Pathologic changes (degeneration and loss of photoreceptor cells) were observed in the retina of
albino rats in the 2-year carcinogenicity study. While retinal degeneration was not diagnosed in pigmented rats treated for 2 years, a
thinning in the outer nuclear layer of the retina was slightly greater in rats given drug compared with controls. Evaluation of the
retinas of albino mice, monkeys, and minipigs did not reveal similar changes. The potential significance of this effect in humans has
not been established, but cannot be disregarded because disruption of a mechanism that is universally present in vertebrates (i.e.,
disk shedding) may be involved (see ANIMAL TOXICOLOGY).
Events Reported with Dopaminergic Therapy: Although the events enumerated below may not have been reported in association
with the use of pramipexole in its development program, they are associated with the use of other dopaminergic drugs. The expected
incidence of these events, however, is so low that even if pramipexole caused these events at rates similar to those attributable to other
dopaminergic therapies, it would be unlikely that even a single case would have occurred in a cohort of the size exposed to pramipexole
in studies to date. Withdrawal-Emergent Hyperpyrexia and Confusion: Although not reported with pramipexole in the clinical
development program, a symptom complex resembling the neuroleptic malignant syndrome (characterized by elevated temperature,
muscular rigidity, altered consciousness, and autonomic instability), with no other obvious etiology, has been reported in association with
rapid dose reduction, withdrawal of, or changes in antiparkinsonian therapy. Fibrotic Complications: Although not reported with
pramipexole in the clinical development program, cases of retroperitoneal fibrosis, pulmonary infiltrates, pleural effusion, and pleural
thickening, pericarditis, and cardiac valvulopathy have been reported in some patients treated with ergot-derived dopaminergic agents.
While these complications may resolve when the drug is discontinued, complete resolution does not always occur.
Although these adverse events are believed to be related to the ergoline structure of these compounds, whether other, nonergot
derived dopamine agonists can cause them is unknown.
A small number of reports have been received of possible fibrotic complications, including peritoneal fibrosis, pleural fibrosis, and
pulmonary fibrosis in the post-marketing experience for Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets. While the evidence is not
sufficient to establish a causal relationship between MIRAPEX tablets and these fibrotic complications, a contribution of MIRAPEX
tablets cannot be completely ruled out in rare cases. Melanoma: Some epidemiologic studies have shown that patients with
Parkinson’s disease have a higher risk (perhaps 2- to 4-fold higher) of developing melanoma than the general population. Whether
the observed increased risk was due to Parkinson’s disease or other factors, such as drugs used to treat Parkinson’s disease, was
unclear. MIRAPEX tablets are one of the dopamine agonists used to treat Parkinson’s disease. Although MIRAPEX tablets have not
been associated with an increased risk of melanoma specifically, its potential role as a risk factor has not been systematically
studied. Patients using MIRAPEX tablets for any indication should be made aware of these results and should undergo periodic
dermatologic screening.
Impulse Control/Compulsive Behaviors: Cases of pathological gambling, hypersexuality, and compulsive eating (including binge
eating) have been reported in patients treated with dopamine agonist therapy, including pramipexole therapy. As described in the
literature, such behaviors are generally reversible upon dose reduction or treatment discontinuation.
Rebound and Augmentation in RLS: Reports in the literature indicate treatment of RLS with dopaminergic medications can
result in a shifting of symptoms to the early morning hours, referred to as rebound. Rebound was not reported in the clinical trials
of MIRAPEX tablets but the trials were generally not of sufficient duration to capture this phenomenon. Augmentation has also
been described during therapy for RLS. Augmentation refers to the earlier onset of symptoms in the evening (or even the
afternoon), increase in symptoms, and spread of symptoms to involve other extremities. In a controlled trial of MIRAPEX tablets for
RLS, approximately 20% of both the Mirapex- and placebo-treated patients reported at least a 2-hour earlier onset of symptoms
during the day by the end of 3 months of treatment. The frequency and severity of augmentation and/or rebound after longer-term
use of MIRAPEX tablets and the appropriate management of these events have not been adequately evaluated in controlled
clinical trials.
Information for Patients ( also see Patient Package Insert ): Patients should be instructed to take MIRAPEX tablets only as
prescribed.
Patients should be alerted to the potential sedating effects associated with MIRAPEX tablets, including somnolence and the
possibility of falling asleep while engaged in activities of daily living. Since somnolence is a frequent adverse event with potentially
serious consequences, patients should neither drive a car nor engage in other potentially dangerous activities until they have
gained sufficient experience with Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets to gauge whether or not it affects their mental
and/or motor performance adversely. Patients should be advised that if increased somnolence or new episodes of falling asleep
during activities of daily living (e.g., watching television, passenger in a car, etc.) are experienced at any time during treatment,
they should not drive or participate in potentially dangerous activities until they have contacted their physician. Because of possible

additive effects, caution should be advised when patients are taking other sedating medications or alcohol in combination with
MIRAPEX tablets and when taking concomitant medications that increase plasma levels of pramipexole (e.g., cimetidine).
Patients should be informed that hallucinations can occur and that the elderly are at a higher risk than younger patients with
Parkinson’s disease. In clinical trials, patients with RLS treated with pramipexole rarely reported hallucinations.
Patients and caregivers should be informed that impulse control disorders/compulsive behaviors may occur while taking
medicines to treat Parkinson’s disease or RLS, including MIRAPEX tablets. These include pathological gambling, hypersexuality,
and compulsive eating (including binge eating). If such behaviors are observed with MIRAPEX tablets, dose reduction or treatment
discontinuation should be considered.
Patients may develop postural (orthostatic) hypotension, with or without symptoms such as dizziness, nausea, fainting or
blackouts, and sometimes, sweating. Hypotension may occur more frequently during initial therapy. Accordingly, patients should
be cautioned against rising rapidly after sitting or lying down, especially if they have been doing so for prolonged periods and
especially at the initiation of treatment with MIRAPEX tablets.
Because the teratogenic potential of pramipexole has not been completely established in laboratory animals, and because
experience in humans is limited, patients should be advised to notify their physicians if they become pregnant or intend to become
pregnant during therapy (see PRECAUTIONS, Pregnancy).
Because of the possibility that pramipexole may be excreted in breast milk, patients should be advised to notify their physicians if
they intend to breast-feed or are breast-feeding an infant.
If patients develop nausea, they should be advised that taking MIRAPEX tablets with food may reduce the occurrence of
nausea.
Laboratory Tests: During the development of MIRAPEX tablets, no systematic abnormalities on routine laboratory testing were
noted. Therefore, no specific guidance is offered regarding routine monitoring; the practitioner retains responsibility for
determining how best to monitor the patient in his or her care.
Drug Interactions: Carbidopa/levodopa: Carbidopa/levodopa did not influence the pharmacokinetics of pramipexole in healthy volunteers
(N=10). Pramipexole did not alter the extent of absorption (AUC) or the elimination of carbidopa/levodopa, although it caused an increase
in levodopa Cmax by about 40% and a decrease in Tmax from 2.5 to 0.5 hours. Selegiline: In healthy volunteers (N=11), selegiline did not
influence the pharmacokinetics of pramipexole. Amantadine: Population pharmacokinetic analyses suggest that amantadine may slightly
decrease the oral clearance of pramipexole. Cimetidine: Cimetidine, a known inhibitor of renal tubular secretion of organic bases via the
cationic transport system, caused a 50% increase in pramipexole AUC and a 40% increase in half-life (N=12). Probenecid: Probenecid, a
known inhibitor of renal tubular secretion of organic acids via the anionic transporter, did not noticeably influence pramipexole
pharmacokinetics (N=12). Other drugs eliminated via renal secretion: Population pharmacokinetic analysis suggests that coadministration
of drugs that are secreted by the cationic transport system (e.g., cimetidine, ranitidine, diltiazem, triamterene, verapamil, quinidine, and
quinine) decreases the oral clearance of pramipexole by about 20%, while those secreted by the anionic transport system (e.g.,
cephalosporins, penicillins, indomethacin, hydrochlorothiazide, and chlorpropamide) are likely to have little effect on the oral clearance of
pramipexole. CYP interactions: Inhibitors of cytochrome P450 enzymes would not be expected to affect pramipexole elimination because
pramipexole is not appreciably metabolized by these enzymes in vivo or in vitro. Pramipexole does not inhibit CYP enzymes CYP1A2,
CYP2C9, CYP2C19, CYP2E1, and CYP3A4. Inhibition of CYP2D6 was observed with an apparent Ki of 30 µM, indicating that pramipexole
will not inhibit CYP enzymes at plasma concentrations observed following the clinical dose of 4.5 mg/day (1.5 mg TID). Dopamine
antagonists: Since pramipexole is a dopamine agonist, it is possible that dopamine antagonists, such as the neuroleptics (phenothiazines,
butyrophenones, thioxanthenes) or metoclopramide, may diminish the effectiveness of Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets.
Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions: There are no known interactions between MIRAPEX tablets and laboratory tests.
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility: Two-year carcinogenicity studies with pramipexole have been conducted
in mice and rats. Pramipexole was administered in the diet to Chbb:NMRI mice at doses of 0.3, 2, and 
10 mg/kg/day [0.3, 2.2, and 11 times the Maximum Recommended Human Dose (MRHD) (MRHD of 1.5 mg TID on a mg/m2

basis)]. Pramipexole was administered in the diet to Wistar rats at 0.3, 2, and 8 mg/kg/day (plasma AUCs were 0.3, 2.5, and 12.5
times the AUC in humans at the MRHD). No significant increases in tumors occurred in either species.
Pramipexole was not mutagenic or clastogenic in a battery of assays, including the in vitro Ames assay, V79 gene mutation assay
for HGPRT mutants, chromosomal aberration assay in Chinese hamster ovary cells, and in vivo mouse micronucleus assay.
In rat fertility studies, pramipexole at a dose of 2.5 mg/kg/day (5 times the MRHD on a mg/m2 basis), prolonged estrus cycles and
inhibited implantation. These effects were associated with reductions in serum levels of prolactin, a hormone necessary for
implantation and maintenance of early pregnancy in rats.
Pregnancy: Teratogenic Effect: Pregnancy Category C: When pramipexole was given to female rats throughout pregnancy,
implantation was inhibited at a dose of 2.5 mg/kg/day (5 times the MRHD on a mg/m2 basis). Administration of 1.5 mg/kg/day of
pramipexole to pregnant rats during the period of organogenesis (gestation days 7 through 16) resulted in a high incidence of total
resorption of embryos. The plasma AUC in rats at this dose was 4 times the AUC in humans at the MRHD. These findings are
thought to be due to the prolactin-lowering effect of pramipexole, since prolactin is necessary for implantation and maintenance of
early pregnancy in rats (but not rabbits or humans). Because of pregnancy disruption and early embryonic loss in these studies, the
teratogenic potential of pramipexole could not be adequately evaluated. There was no evidence of adverse effects on embryo-fetal
development following administration of up to 10 mg/kg/day to pregnant rabbits during organogenesis (plasma AUC was 71 times
that in humans at the MRHD). Postnatal growth was inhibited in the offspring of rats treated with 0.5 mg/kg/day (approximately
equivalent to the MRHD on a mg/m2 basis) or greater during the latter part of pregnancy and throughout lactation.
There are no studies of pramipexole in human pregnancy. Because animal reproduction studies are not always predictive of
human response, pramipexole should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit outweighs the potential risk to the
fetus.
Nursing Mothers: A single-dose, radio-labeled study showed that drug-related materials were excreted into the breast milk of
lactating rats. Concentrations of radioactivity in milk were three to six times higher than concentrations in plasma at equivalent
time points.
Other studies have shown that pramipexole treatment resulted in an inhibition of prolactin secretion in humans and rats.
It is not known whether this drug is excreted in human milk. Because many drugs are excreted in human milk and because of the
potential for serious adverse reactions in nursing infants from pramipexole, a decision should be made as to whether to discontinue
nursing or to discontinue the drug, taking into account the importance of the drug to the mother.
Pediatric Use: The safety and efficacy of Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets in pediatric patients has not been
established.
Geriatric Use: Pramipexole total oral clearance was approximately 30% lower in subjects older than 65 years compared with
younger subjects, because of a decline in pramipexole renal clearance due to an age-related reduction in renal function. This
resulted in an increase in elimination half-life from approximately 8.5 hours to 12 hours. In clinical studies with Parkinson’s disease
patients, 38.7% of patients were older than 65 years. There were no apparent differences in efficacy or safety between older and
younger patients, except that the relative risk of hallucination associated with the use of MIRAPEX tablets was increased in the
elderly. In clinical studies with RLS patients, 22% of patients were at least 65 years old. There were no apparent differences in
efficacy or safety between older and younger patients.
ADVERSE EVENTS
Parkinson’s Disease: During the premarketing development of pramipexole, patients with either early or advanced Parkinson’s
disease were enrolled in clinical trials. Apart from the severity and duration of their disease, the two populations differed in their
use of concomitant levodopa therapy. Patients with early disease did not receive concomitant levodopa therapy during treatment
with pramipexole; those with advanced Parkinson’s disease all received concomitant levodopa treatment. Because these two
populations may have differential risks for various adverse events, this section will, in general, present adverse-event data for
these two populations separately.
Because the controlled trials performed during premarketing development all used a titration design, with a resultant confounding of time
and dose, it was impossible to adequately evaluate the effects of dose on the incidence of adverse events.
Early Parkinson’s Disease: In the three double-blind, placebo-controlled trials of patients with early Parkinson’s disease, the most
commonly observed adverse events (>5%) that were numerically more frequent in the group treated with MIRAPEX tablets were
nausea, dizziness, somnolence, insomnia, constipation, asthenia, and hallucinations.
Approximately 12% of 388 patients with early Parkinson’s disease and treated with MIRAPEX tablets who participated in the
double-blind, placebo-controlled trials discontinued treatment due to adverse events compared with 11% of 235 patients who
received placebo. The adverse events most commonly causing discontinuation of treatment were related to the nervous system
(hallucinations [3.1% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 0.4% on placebo]; dizziness [2.1% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 1% on placebo];
somnolence [1.6% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 0% on placebo]; extrapyramidal syndrome [1.6% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 6.4% on
placebo]; headache and confusion [1.3% and 1.0%, respectively, on Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets vs 0% on
placebo]); and gastrointestinal system (nausea [2.1% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 0.4% on placebo]).
Adverse-event Incidence in Controlled Clinical Studies in Early Parkinson’s Disease: This section lists treatment-emergent
adverse events that occurred in the double-blind, placebo-controlled studies in early Parkinson’s disease that were reported by 1%
or more of patients treated with MIRAPEX tablets and were numerically more frequent than in the placebo group. In these studies,
patients did not receive concomitant levodopa. Adverse events were usually mild or moderate in intensity.
The prescriber should be aware that these figures cannot be used to predict the incidence of adverse events in the course of usual
medical practice where patient characteristics and other factors differ from those that prevailed in the clinical studies. Similarly, the
cited frequencies cannot be compared with figures obtained from other clinical investigations involving different treatments, uses,
and investigators. However, the cited figures do provide the prescribing physician with some basis for estimating the relative
contribution of drug and nondrug factors to the adverse-event incidence rate in the population studied.
Treatment-emergent adverse events are listed by body system in order of decreasing incidence for MIRAPEX tablets (N=388) vs placebo
(N=235), respectively. Body as a whole: asthenia (14% vs 12%), general edema (5% vs 3%), malaise (2% vs 1%), reaction unevaluable
(2% vs 1%), fever (1% vs 0%). Digestive system: nausea (28% vs 18%), constipation (14% vs 6%), anorexia (4% vs 2%), dysphagia
(2% vs 0%). Metabolic and nutritional system: peripheral edema (5% vs 4%), decreased weight (2% vs 0%). Nervous system:
dizziness (25% vs 24%), somnolence (22% vs 9%), insomnia (17% vs 12%), hallucinations (9% vs 3%), confusion (4% vs 1%), amnesia
(4% vs 2%), hypesthesia (3% vs 1%), dystonia (2% vs 1%), akathisia (2% vs 0%), thinking abnormalities (2% vs 0%), decreased libido
(1% vs 0%), myoclonus (1% vs 0%). Special senses: vision abnormalities (3% vs 0%). Urogenital system: impotence (2% vs 1%).
Patients may have reported multiple adverse experiences during the study or at discontinuation; thus, patients may be included in more
than one category.
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Other events reported by 1% or more of patients with early Parkinson’s disease and treated with Mirapex® (pramipexole
dihydrochloride) tablets but reported equally or more frequently in the placebo group were infection, accidental injury, headache,
pain, tremor, back pain, syncope, postural hypotension, hypertonia, depression, abdominal pain, anxiety, dyspepsia, flatulence,
diarrhea, rash, ataxia, dry mouth, extrapyramidal syndrome, leg cramps, twitching, pharyngitis, sinusitis, sweating, rhinitis, urinary
tract infection, vasodilation, flu syndrome, increased saliva, tooth disease, dyspnea, increased cough, gait abnormalities, urinary
frequency, vomiting, allergic reaction, hypertension, pruritus, hypokinesia, increased creatine PK, nervousness, dream
abnormalities, chest pain, neck pain, paresthesia, tachycardia, vertigo, voice alteration, conjunctivitis, paralysis, accommodation
abnormalities, tinnitus, diplopia, and taste perversions.
In a fixed-dose study in early Parkinson’s disease, occurrence of the following events increased in frequency as the dose increased over
the range from 1.5 mg/day to 6 mg/day: postural hypotension, nausea, constipation, somnolence, and amnesia. The frequency of these
events was generally 2-fold greater than placebo for pramipexole doses greater than 3 mg/day. The incidence of somnolence with
pramipexole at a dose of 1.5 mg/day was comparable to that reported for placebo.
Advanced Parkinson’s Disease: In the four double-blind, placebo-controlled trials of patients with advanced Parkinson’s
disease, the most commonly observed adverse events (>5%) that were numerically more frequent in the group treated with
MIRAPEX tablets and concomitant levodopa were postural (orthostatic) hypotension, dyskinesia, extrapyramidal syndrome,
insomnia, dizziness, hallucinations, accidental injury, dream abnormalities, confusion, constipation, asthenia, somnolence,
dystonia, gait abnormality, hypertonia, dry mouth, amnesia, and urinary frequency.
Approximately 12% of 260 patients with advanced Parkinson’s disease who received Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets and
concomitant levodopa in the double-blind, placebo-controlled trials discontinued treatment due to adverse events compared with 16% of
264 patients who received placebo and concomitant levodopa. The events most commonly causing discontinuation of treatment were
related to the nervous system (hallucinations [2.7% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 0.4% on placebo]; dyskinesia [1.9% on MIRAPEX tablets vs
0.8% on placebo]; extrapyramidal syndrome [1.5% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 4.9% on placebo]; dizziness [1.2% on MIRAPEX tablets vs
1.5% on placebo]; confusion [1.2% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 2.3% on placebo]); and cardiovascular system (postural [orthostatic]
hypotension [2.3% on MIRAPEX tablets vs 1.1% on placebo]).
Adverse-event Incidence in Controlled Clinical Studies in Advanced Parkinson’s Disease: This section lists treatment-
emergent adverse events that occurred in the double-blind, placebo-controlled studies in advanced Parkinson’s disease that were
reported by 1% or more of patients treated with MIRAPEX tablets and were numerically more frequent than in the placebo group.
In these studies, MIRAPEX tablets or placebo was administered to patients who were also receiving concomitant levodopa.
Adverse events were usually mild or moderate in intensity.
The prescriber should be aware that these figures cannot be used to predict the incidence of adverse events in the course of usual
medical practice where patient characteristics and other factors differ from those that prevailed in the clinical studies. Similarly,
the cited frequencies cannot be compared with figures obtained from other clinical investigations involving different treatments,
uses, and investigators. However, the cited figures do provide the prescribing physician with some basis for estimating the relative
contribution of drug and nondrug factors to the adverse-event incidence rate in the population studied.
Treatment-emergent adverse events are listed by body system in order of decreasing incidence for MIRAPEX tablets (N=260) vs
placebo (N=264), respectively. Body as a whole: accidental injury (17% vs 15%), asthenia (10% vs 8%), general edema (4% vs 3%),
chest pain (3% vs 2%), malaise (3% vs 2%). Cardiovascular system: postural hypotension (53% vs 48%). Digestive system:
constipation (10% vs 9%), dry mouth (7% vs 3%). Metabolic and nutritional system: peripheral edema (2% vs 1%), increased
creatine PK (1% vs 0%). Musculoskeletal system: arthritis (3% vs 1%), twitching (2% vs 0%), bursitis (2% vs 0%), myasthenia (1% vs
0%). Nervous system: dyskinesia (47% vs 31%), extrapyramidal syndrome (28% vs 26%), insomnia (27% vs 22%), dizziness (26% vs
25%), hallucinations (17% vs 4%), dream abnormalities (11% vs 10%), confusion (10% vs 7%), somnolence (9% vs 6%), dystonia (8%
vs 7%), gait abnormalities (7% vs 5%), hypertonia (7% vs 6%), amnesia (6% vs 4%), akathisia (3% vs 2%), thinking abnormalities (3%
vs 2%), paranoid reaction (2% vs 0%), delusions (1% vs 0%), sleep disorders (1% vs 0%). Respiratory system: dyspnea (4% vs 3%),
rhinitis (3% vs 1%), pneumonia (2% vs 0%). Skin and appendages: skin disorders (2% vs 1%). Special senses: accommodation
abnormalities (4% vs 2%), vision abnormalities (3% vs 1%), diplopia (1% vs 0%). Urogenital system: urinary frequency (6% vs 3%),
urinary tract infection (4% vs 3%), urinary incontinence (2% vs 1%). Patients may have reported multiple adverse experiences during
the study or at discontinuation; thus, patients may be included in more than one category.
Other events reported by 1% or more of patients with advanced Parkinson’s disease and treated with Mirapex® (pramipexole
dihydrochloride) tablets but reported equally or more frequently in the placebo group were nausea, pain, infection, headache,
depression, tremor, hypokinesia, anorexia, back pain, dyspepsia, flatulence, ataxia, flu syndrome, sinusitis, diarrhea, myalgia,
abdominal pain, anxiety, rash, paresthesia, hypertension, increased saliva, tooth disorder, apathy, hypotension, sweating,
vasodilation, vomiting, increased cough, nervousness, pruritus, hypesthesia, neck pain, syncope, arthralgia, dysphagia,
palpitations, pharyngitis, vertigo, leg cramps, conjunctivitis, and lacrimation disorders.
Restless Legs Syndrome: MIRAPEX tablets for treatment of RLS have been evaluated for safety in 889 patients, including 427
treated for over six months and 75 for over one year.
The overall safety assessment focuses on the results of three double-blind, placebo-controlled trials, in which 575 patients with
RLS were treated with MIRAPEX tablets for up to 12 weeks. The most commonly observed adverse events with MIRAPEX tablets in
the treatment of RLS (observed in >5% of pramipexole-treated patients and at a rate at least twice that observed in placebo-
treated patients) were nausea and somnolence. Occurrences of nausea and somnolence in clinical trials were generally mild and
transient.
Approximately 7% of 575 patients treated with MIRAPEX tablets during the double-blind periods of three placebo-controlled trials
discontinued treatment due to adverse events compared to 5% of 223 patients who received placebo. The adverse event most
commonly causing discontinuation of treatment was nausea (1%).
This section lists treatment-emergent events that occurred in three double-blind, placebo-controlled studies in RLS patients that
were reported by 2% or more of patients treated with MIRAPEX tablets and were numerically more frequent than in the placebo
group.
The prescriber should be aware that these figures cannot be used to predict the incidence of adverse events in the course of usual
medical practice where patient characteristics and other factors differ from those that prevailed in the clinical studies. Similarly,
the cited frequencies cannot be compared with figures obtained from other clinical investigations involving different treatments,
uses, and investigators. However, the cited figures do provide the prescribing physician with some basis for estimating the relative
contribution of drug and nondrug factors to the adverse-event incidence rate in the population studied.
Treatment-emergent adverse events are listed by body system in order of decreasing incidence for MIRAPEX tablets (N=575) vs
placebo (N=223), respectively. Gastrointestinal disorders: nausea (16% vs 5%), constipation (4% vs 1%), diarrhea (3% vs 1%),
dry mouth (3% vs 1%). General disorders and administration site conditions: fatigue (9% vs 7%). Infections and
infestations: influenza (3% vs 1%). Nervous system disorders: headache (16% vs 15%), somnolence (6% vs 3%). Patients
may have reported multiple adverse experiences during the study or at discontinuation; thus, patients may be included in more
than one category.
This section summarizes data for adverse events that appeared to be dose related in the 12-week fixed dose study. Dose related
adverse events in a 12-week, double-blind, placebo-controlled, fixed dose study in Restless Legs Syndrome (occurring in 5% or
more of all patients in the treatment phase) are listed by body system in order of decreasing incidence for MIRAPEX (0.25 mg
[N=88]; 0.5 mg [N=80]; 0.75 mg [N=90]) vs placebo (n=86), respectively. Gastrointestinal disorders: nausea (11%; 19%;
27% vs 5%), diarrhea (3%; 1%; 7% vs 0%), dyspepsia (3%; 1%; 4% vs 7%). Infections and infestations: influenza (1%; 4%;
7% vs 1%). General disorders and administration site conditions: fatigue (3%; 5%; 7% vs 5%). Psychiatric disorders:
insomnia (9%; 9%; 13% vs 9%), abnormal dreams (2%; 1%; 8% vs 2%). Respiratory, thoracic and mediastinal disorders:
nasal congestion (0%; 3%; 6% vs 1%). Musculoskeletal and connective tissue disorders: pain in extremity (3%; 3%; 7% vs
1%).
Other events reported by 2% or more of RLS patients treated with Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets but equally or more
frequently in the placebo group, were: vomiting, nasopharyngitis, back pain, pain in extremity, dizziness, and insomnia.
General
Adverse Events; Relationship to Age, Gender, and Race: Among the treatment-emergent adverse events in patients treated with
MIRAPEX tablets, hallucination appeared to exhibit a positive relationship to age in patients with Parkinson’s disease. Although no
gender-related differences were observed in Parkinson’s disease patients, nausea and fatigue, both generally transient, were more
frequently reported by female than male RLS patients. Less than 4% of patients enrolled were non-Caucasian, therefore, an evaluation
of adverse events related to race is not possible.
Other Adverse Events Observed During Phase 2 and 3 Clinical Trials: MIRAPEX tablets have been administered to 1620
Parkinson’s disease patients and to 889 RLS patients in Phase 2 and 3 clinical trials. During these trials, all adverse events were
recorded by the clinical investigators using terminology of their own choosing; similar types of events were grouped into a smaller
number of standardized categories using MedDRA dictionary terminology. These categories are used in the listing below. Adverse
events which are not listed above but occurred on at least two occasions (one occasion if the event was serious) in the 2509
individuals exposed to MIRAPEX tablets are listed below. The reported events below are included without regard to determination
of a causal relationship to MIRAPEX tablets.
Blood and lymphatic system disorders: anemia, iron deficiency anemia, leukocytosis, leukopenia, lymphadenitis, lymphadenopathy,
thrombocythaemia, thrombocytopenia. Cardiac disorders: angina pectoris, arrhythmia supraventricular, atrial fibrillation, atrioventricular
block first degree, atrioventricular block second degree, bradycardia, bundle branch block, cardiac arrest, cardiac failure, cardiac
failure congestive, cardiomegaly, coronary artery occlusion, cyanosis, extrasystoles, left ventricular failure, myocardial infarction, nodal
arrhythmia, sinus arrhythmia, sinus bradycardia, sinus tachycardia, supraventricular extrasystoles, supraventricular tachycardia,
tachycardia, ventricular fibrillation, ventricular extrasystoles, ventricular hypertrophy. Congenital, familial and genetic disorders: atrial
septal defect, congenital foot malformation, spine malformation. Ear and labyrinth disorders: deafness, ear pain, hearing impaired,
hypoacusis, motion sickness, vestibular ataxia. Endocrine disorders: goiter, hyperthyroidism, hypothyroidism. Eye disorders: amaurosis
fugax, blepharitis, blepharospasm, cataract, dacryostenosis acquired, dry eye, eye hemorrhage, eye irritation, eye pain, eyelid edema,
eyelid ptosis, glaucoma, keratitis, macular degeneration, myopia, photophobia, retinal detachment, retinal vascular disorder, scotoma,
vision blurred, visual acuity reduced, vitreous floaters. Gastrointestinal disorders: abdominal discomfort, abdominal distension,
aphthous stomatitis, ascites, cheilitis, colitis, colitis ulcerative, duodenal ulcer, duodenal ulcer hemorrhage, enteritis, eructation, fecal
incontinence, gastric ulcer, gastric ulcer hemorrhage, gastritis, gastrointestinal hemorrhage, gastroesophageal reflux disease,
gingivitis, haematemesis, haematochezia, hemorrhoids, hiatus hernia, hyperchlorhydria, ileus, inguinal hernia, intestinal obstruction,

irritable bowel syndrome, esophageal spasm, esophageal stenosis, esophagitis, pancreatitis, periodontitis, rectal hemorrhage, reflux
esophagitis, tongue edema, tongue ulceration, toothache, umbilical hernia. General disorders: chest discomfort, chills, death, drug
withdrawal syndrome, face edema, feeling cold, feeling hot, feeling jittery, gait disturbance, impaired healing, influenza-like illness,
irritability, localized edema, edema, pitting edema, thirst. Hepatobiliary disorders: biliary colic, cholecystitis, cholecystitis chronic,
cholelithiasis. Immune system disorders: drug hypersensitivity. Infections and infestations: abscess, acute tonsillitis, appendicitis,
bronchiolitis, bronchitis, bronchopneumonia, cellulitis, cystitis, dental caries, diverticulitis, ear infection, eye infection, folliculitis, fungal
infection, furuncle, gangrene, gastroenteritis, gingival infection, herpes simplex, herpes zoster, hordeolum, intervertebral discitis,
laryngitis, lobar pneumonia, nail infection, onychomycosis, oral candidiasis, orchitis, osteomyelitis, otitis externa, otitis media,
paronychia, pyelonephritis, pyoderma, sepsis, skin infection, tonsillitis, tooth abscess, tooth infection, upper respiratory tract infection,
urethritis, vaginal candidiasis, vaginal infection, viral infection, wound infection. Injury, poisoning and procedural complications:
accidental falls, drug toxicity epicondylitis, road traffic accident, sunburn, tendon rupture. Metabolism and nutrition disorders:
cachexia, decreased appetite, dehydration, diabetes mellitus, fluid retention, gout, hypercholesterolemia, hyperglycemia,
hyperlipidemia, hyperuricemia, hypocalcemia, hypoglycemia, hypokalemia, hyponatremia, hypovitaminosis, increased appetite,
metabolic alkalosis. Musculoskeletal and connective tissue disorders: bone pain, fasciitis, flank pain, intervertebral disc disorder,
intervertebral disc protrusion, joint effusion, joint stiffness, joint swelling, monarthritis, muscle rigidity, muscle spasms, musculoskeletal
stiffness, myopathy, myositis, nuchal rigidity, osteoarthritis, osteonecrosis, osteoporosis, polymyalgia, rheumatoid arthritis, shoulder
pain, spinal osteoarthritis, tendonitis, tenosynovitis. Neoplasms benign, malignant and unspecified: abdominal neoplasm,
adenocarcinoma, adenoma benign, basal cell carcinoma, bladder cancer, breast cancer, breast neoplasm, chronic lymphocytic
leukemia, colon cancer, colorectal cancer, endometrial cancer, gallbladder cancer, gastric cancer, gastrointestinal neoplasm,
hemangioma, hepatic neoplasm, hepatic neoplasm malignant, lip and/or oral cavity cancer, lung neoplasm malignant, lung cancer
metastatic, lymphoma, malignant melanoma, melanocytic naevus, metastases to lung, multiple myeloma, oral neoplasm benign,
neoplasm, neoplasm malignant, neoplasm prostate, neoplasm skin, neuroma, ovarian cancer, prostate cancer, prostatic adenoma,
pseudo lymphoma, renal neoplasm, skin cancer, skin papilloma, squamous cell carcinoma, thyroid neoplasm, uterine leiomyoma.
Nervous system disorders: ageusia, akinesia, anticholinergic syndrome, aphasia, balance disorder, brain edema, carotid artery
occlusion, carpal tunnel syndrome, cerebral artery embolism, cerebral hemorrhage, cerebral infarction, cerebral ischemia, chorea,
cognitive disorder, coma, convulsion, coordination abnormal, dementia, depressed level of consciousness, disturbance in attention,
dizziness postural, dysarthria, dysgraphia, facial palsy, grand mal convulsion, hemiplegia, hyperaesthesia, hyperkinesia, hyperreflexia,
hyporeflexia, hypotonia, lethargy, loss of consciousness, memory impairment, migraine, muscle contractions involuntary, narcolepsy,
neuralgia, neuropathy, nystagmus, parosmia, psychomotor hyperactivity, sciatica, sedation, sensory disturbance, sleep phase rhythm
disturbance, sleep talking, stupor, syncope vasovagal, tension headache. Psychiatric disorders: affect lability, aggression, agitation,
bradyphrenia, bruxism, suicide, delirium, delusional disorder persecutory type, disorientation, dissociation, emotional distress, euphoric
mood, hallucination auditory, hallucination visual, initial insomnia, libido increased, mania, middle insomnia, mood altered, nightmare,
obsessive thoughts, obsessive-compulsive disorder, panic reaction, parasomnia, personality disorder, psychotic disorder, restlessness,
sleep walking, suicidal ideation. Renal and urinary disorders: chromaturia, dysuria, glycosuria, hematuria, urgency, nephrolithiasis,
neurogenic bladder, nocturia, oliguria, pollakiuria, proteinuria, renal artery stenosis, renal colic, renal cyst, renal failure, renal
impairment, urinary retention. Reproductive system and breast disorders: amenorrhea, breast pain, dysmenorrhea, epididymitis,
gynaecomastia, menopausal symptoms, menorrhagia, metrorrhagia, ovarian cyst, priapism, prostatitis, sexual dysfunction, uterine
hemorrhage, vaginal discharge, vaginal hemorrhage. Respiratory, thoracic and mediastinal disorders: apnea, aspiration, asthma,
choking, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, dry throat, dysphonia, dyspnea exertional, epistaxis, haemoptysis, hiccups,
hyperventilation, increased bronchial secretion, laryngospasm, nasal dryness, nasal polyps, obstructive airways disorder,
pharyngolaryngeal pain, pleurisy, pneumonia aspiration, pneumothorax, postnasal drip, productive cough, pulmonary embolism,
pulmonary edema, respiratory alkalosis, respiratory distress, respiratory failure, respiratory tract congestion, rhinitis allergic,
rhinorrhea, sinus congestion, sleep apnoea syndrome, sneezing, snoring, tachypnea, wheezing. Skin and subcutaneous tissue
disorders: acne, alopecia, cold sweat, dermal cyst, dermatitis, dermatitis bullous, dermatitis contact, dry skin, ecchymosis, eczema,
erythema, hyperkeratosis, livedo reticularis, night sweats, periorbital edema, petechiae, photosensitivity allergic reaction, psoriasis,
purpura, rash erythematous, rash maculo-papular, rash papular, rosacea, seborrhea, seborrheic dermatitis, skin burning sensation,
skin discoloration, skin exfoliation, skin hyperpigmentation, skin hypertrophy, skin irritation, skin nodule, skin odor abnormal, skin ulcer,
urticaria. Vascular disorders: aneurysm, angiopathy, arteriosclerosis, circulatory collapse, deep vein thrombosis, embolism, hematoma,
hot flush, hypertensive crisis, lymphoedema, pallor, phlebitis, Raynaud’s phenomenon, shock, thrombophlebitis, thrombosis, varicose
vein.
Falling Asleep During Activities of Daily Living: Patients treated with Mirapex® (pramipexole dihydrochloride) tablets have
reported falling asleep while engaged in activities of daily living, including operation of a motor vehicle which sometimes resulted
in accidents (see bolded WARNING).
Post-Marketing Experience: In addition to the adverse events reported during clinical trials, the following adverse reactions
have been identified during post-approval use of MIRAPEX tablets, primarily in Parkinson’s disease patients. Because these
reactions are reported voluntarily from a population of uncertain size, it is not always possible to reliably estimate their frequency
or establish a causal relationship to drug exposure. Decisions to include these reactions in labeling are typically based on one or
more of the following factors: (1) seriousness of the reaction, (2) frequency of reporting, or (3) strength of causal connection to
pramipexole tablets. Similar types of events were grouped into a smaller number of standardized categories using the MedDRA
dictionary: abnormal behavior, abnormal dreams, accidents (including fall), blackouts, fatigue, hallucinations (all kinds),
headache, hypotension (including postural hypotension), increased eating (including binge eating , compulsive eating, and
hyperphagia), libido disorders (including increased and decreased libido, and hypersexuality), pathological gambling, syncope,
and weight increase.
DRUG ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE
Pramipexole is not a controlled substance. Pramipexole has not been systematically studied in animals or humans for its potential
for abuse, tolerance, or physical dependence. However, in a rat model on cocaine self-administration, pramipexole had little or no
effect.
OVERDOSAGE
There is no clinical experience with massive overdosage. One patient, with a 10-year history of schizophrenia, took 
11 mg/day of pramipexole for 2 days in a clinical trial to evaluate the effect of pramipexole in schizophrenic patients. No adverse
events were reported related to the increased dose. Blood pressure remained stable although pulse rate increased to between 100
and 120 beats/minute. The patient withdrew from the study at the end of week 2 due to lack of efficacy.
There is no known antidote for overdosage of a dopamine agonist. If signs of central nervous system stimulation are present, a
phenothiazine or other butyrophenone neuroleptic agent may be indicated; the efficacy of such drugs in reversing the effects of
overdosage has not been assessed. Management of overdose may require general supportive measures along with gastric lavage,
intravenous fluids, and electrocardiogram monitoring.
ANIMAL TOXICOLOGY
Retinal Pathology in Albino Rats: Pathologic changes (degeneration and loss of photoreceptor cells) were observed in the retina
of albino rats in the 2-year carcinogenicity study with pramipexole. These findings were first observed during week 76 and were
dose dependent in animals receiving 2 or 8 mg/kg/day (plasma AUCs equal to 2.5 and 12.5 times the AUC in humans that
received 1.5 mg TID). In a similar study of pigmented rats with 2 years’ exposure to pramipexole at 2 or 8 mg/kg/day, retinal
degeneration was not diagnosed. Animals given drug had thinning in the outer nuclear layer of the retina that was only slightly
greater than that seen in control rats utilizing morphometry.
Investigative studies demonstrated that pramipexole reduced the rate of disk shedding from the photoreceptor rod cells of the
retina in albino rats, which was associated with enhanced sensitivity to the damaging effects of light. In a comparative study,
degeneration and loss of photoreceptor cells occurred in albino rats after 13 weeks of treatment with 25 mg/kg/day of
pramipexole (54 times the highest clinical dose on a mg/m2 basis) and constant light (100 lux) but not in pigmented rats exposed
to the same dose and higher light intensities (500 lux). Thus, the retina of albino rats is considered to be uniquely sensitive to the
damaging effects of pramipexole and light. Similar changes in the retina did not occur in a 2-year carcinogenicity study in albino
mice treated with 0.3, 2, or 10 mg/kg/day (0.3, 2.2 and 11 times the highest clinical dose on a mg/m2 basis). Evaluation of the
retinas of monkeys given 0.1, 0.5, or 2.0 mg/kg/day of pramipexole (0.4, 2.2, and 8.6 times the highest clinical dose on a mg/m2

basis) for 12 months and minipigs given 0.3, 1, or 5 mg/kg/day of pramipexole for 13 weeks also detected no changes.
The potential significance of this effect in humans has not been established, but cannot be disregarded because disruption of a
mechanism that is universally present in vertebrates (i.e., disk shedding) may be involved.
Fibro-osseous Proliferative Lesions in Mice: An increased incidence of fibro-osseous proliferative lesions occurred in the
femurs of female mice treated for 2 years with 0.3, 2.0, or 10 mg/kg/day (0.3, 2.2, and 11 times the highest clinical dose on a
mg/m2 basis). Lesions occurred at a lower rate in control animals. Similar lesions were not observed in male mice or rats and
monkeys of either sex that were treated chronically with pramipexole. The significance of this lesion to humans is not known.
Distributed by: Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Ridgefield, CT 06877 USA
Licensed from: Boehringer Ingelheim International GmbH
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Psych Oral Board Tu torials

When you positively must pass

Now, 3-day practice orals
course limited to 20 students

 Opening sessions will teach oral exam skills
 Fees include do ing two prac tice oral exams
 One live-patient and one video taped interview
 Each exam is 1¼ hours – time enough for hour 
interview and exam as well as faculty eval uation

 Senior faculty include former board examiners
 Weekend 4 to 10 weeks before your oral boards

Nov 17-18 – San Francisco
February 16-19, 2008 – Tampa
 In board exam city just before your oral boards

January 15-17 – Portland, OR
May 7-10, 2008 – Chicago

 You may buy extra private and public practice 
exams based on patient interview or videotape

www.psychtutor.net/m7xa 800-285-3283

Through its National Institute of Mental Health-funded Program 
for Minority Research Training in Psychiatry (PMRTP), the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Institute for Research and Education (APIRE) is 
seeking to increase the number of minority psychiatrists going 
into psychiatric research.

The program provides medical students and psychiatric resi-
dents with funding for stipends, travel expenses, and tuition for 
an elective or summer experience in a research environment.  
Stipends are also available for one- or two-year post-residency 
fellowships for minority psychiatrists.  Deadlines for applications 
are December 1 for residents seeking a year or more of training 
and for post-residency fellows; or three months before training 
is to begin for medical students.  Summer medical students 
who will start their training by June 30 should submit their ap-
plications by April 1.

Training takes place at research-oriented departments of psychi-
atry in major U.S. medical schools and other appropriate sites 
nationwide.  An individual at the site (the research “mentor”) 
oversees the research training experience.

The PMRTP is administered by the American Psychiatric Insti-
tute for Research and Education (APIRE).  The director of the 
program is Darrel A. Regier, M.D., M.P.H.; the project manager 
is Ernesto A. Guerra.  An advisory committee of senior re-
searchers and minority psychiatrists developed guidelines for 
applicants and criteria for selection.  The members of this com-
mittee evaluate and select trainees.

For more information,
Call: 1-800-852-1390 or 703-907-8622
E-mail: eguerra@psych.org
Write to PMRTP at the American Psychiatric Institute for
Research and Education, 1000 Wilson Blvd, Ste. 1825
Arlington, VA 22209-3901

Minority Research Training in Psychiatry

The American Psychiatric Associa tion’s leading educational conference on clinical issues and 
community mental health to meet the service needs of people with severe mental illness. 

60th Institute on Psychiatric Services 
October  2–5,  2008

Chicago
From Patient to Partner: Transforming Systems of Care

Nada L. Stotland, M.D., M.P.H.
President-Elect, American Psychiatric Association

Jacqueline M. Feldman, M.D.
Chairperson, Scientifi c Program Committee

2008 Call For Papers

If you are interested in preparing a submission for the 2008 Institute on Psychiatric Services, 
please fi ll out your submission online at www.psych.org/IPS.

Submission are accepted ONLINE only. From 
the Internet, go to www.psych.org and click on 
2008 Call for Papers next to the 60th IPS logo for 
format descriptions, instructions, guidelines, and 
to submit your program or poster proposal. If you 
have any questions, please call (703) 907-7377 or 
send an e-mail to IPS@psych.org.

For more information, please contact: 
American Psychiatric Association 
1000 Wilson Blvd., Suite 1825
Arlington, VA 22209-3901 
Phone: 1-888-35-PSYCH or (703) 907-7300 
Fax: (703) 907-1090
E-mail: IPS@psych.org
Web: www.psych.org/IPS

2008 Call For Papers • Submission Schedule
Opening Date Closing Date

Industry-Supported Symposia ........................ October 1, 2007 ....................... December 10, 2007
Innovative Programs ......................................... October 1, 2007 ....................... December 10, 2007
Posters ................................................................... October 1, 2007 .................................... June 2, 2008
Symposia .............................................................. October 1, 2007 ....................... December 10, 2007
Workshops ........................................................... October 1, 2008 ....................... December 10, 2007

The First and Last Word in Psychiatry

Clinical Guide to the 
Treatment of the Mentally
Ill Homeless Person
Edited by Paulette Marie Gillig, M.D., Ph.D.,
and Hunter L. McQuistion, M.D.
American Association of Community 
Psychiatrists

This book offers expert evidence-based advice from authors with real-
world experience on the difficult challenges inherent in working with
homeless populations. The book offers case- and site-based discussions
that provide approaches to therapy and rehabilitation from the vantage
point of treatment environments, from street to housing. Its real-world
orientation offers a detailed, practical team approach to situations posed
by families, homeless children, veterans, urban and rural populations,
and others, and features examples that enable readers to follow the
progress of specific individuals as they were engaged in treatment and
moved through the network of care.

2006 ● 197 pages ● ISBN 978-1-58562-251-1 ● Paperback ● $37.95 ● Item #62251

Order Online at www.appi.org 
or call Toll-Free 1-800-368-5777

Please reference priority code AH761

Visit our exhibit at
IPS, October 11-13!
Booth 208
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A 453 bed, tertiary care and teaching facility, located 
in Florence, South Carolina is recruiting a full-time 
BC/BE Adult Psychiatrist.  Offering a competitive 
salary guarantee and comprehensive benefi ts pack-
age to include paid professional liability Insurance, 
CME, and relocation assistance.  Call 1/4.  Inpatient/ 
outpatient practice setting.  23 bed in-patient unit. 
Extensive support staff for hospital and ED consults.

The urban population of Florence is 70,000 with 
130,000 in the county.  Located 2 hours from his-
toric Charleston, and 1 hour from the beach.  Recent 
acknowledgements from Health Grades and the 
American Hospital Association have identifi ed us as 
one of the top healthcare systems in the nation for 
our commitment to quality care and patient safety.

If you’re interested in joining this nationally recog-
nized hospital, please contact Tiffany Ellington @ 
843-777-5169 or email tellington@mcleodhealth.
org.

McLeod Regional Medical Center Atascadero State Hospital now pays board certifi ed psychiatrists starting at 
$216,120 and advancing stepwise to $247,320.  Atascadero is the nation’s pre-
mier center for the treatment of forensically committed mentally ill patients.  
Our hospital is a teaching site affi liated with the University of California, 
accredited by JCAHO, and recipient of the prestigious Codman Award.  All of 
our psychiatrists are board eligible and most are board certifi ed.  Many of our 
psychiatrists have forensic subspecialty boards.

We are located midway between San Francisco and Los Angeles on the scenic 
central California Coast, south of Big Sur.  We offer a spectacularly beautiful 
environment in San Luis Obispo County with temperate climate, beaches, 
world class wineries, cultural activities, golfi ng, sailing, riding, clean air, and 
excellent schools through the University level.

Our benefi t package is valued at an additional 30%, which includes retirement 
plans (including safety retirement), health plans, professional liability cover-
age, paid holidays, educational leave, and generous annual leave.  On-call duty 
is compensated hour for hour over and above the base salary.  Applicants 
must hold a current California license, or have pending application with the 
Medical Board of California.

For a prompt and confi dential review, send CV to Jeanne Garcia, M.D., P. O. 
Box 7001, Atascadero, CA 93423-7001; (805) 468-2005 or fax (805) 468-
2138; or e-mail us at jgarcia@ash.dmh.ca.gov.

We are an equal opportunity employer.

Scenic California Central Coast
Atascadero State Hospital

BE/BC Psychiatrist

Executive Director of Elam Mental Health Center and
Vice Chairperson, Department of Psychiatry

Exceptional opportunity to join a rapidly expanding academic Department of Psychiatry.  The Elam Mental Health Center is a 
private non-profi t clinical division on the main campus of Meharry Medical College in the Department of Psychiatry.  The Center 
offers different programs designed to meet specifi c needs of our community, for both adolescents and adults, including a wide 
array of substance abuse and allied services.  The Department of Psychiatry has an accredited Residency Program with a total of
18 residents and a thriving clerkship for teaching medical students as well as a strong presence in community outreach for pre-
ventative services.  Additional outpatient and specialty clinics are being planned for the Center.  There is considerable opportunity
for departmental and interdisciplinary research. This is further enhanced by an alliance between Meharry Medical College and 
Vanderbilt University.
ELIGIBILITY The position requires Board certifi cation by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, and eligibility for a 
valid Tennessee medical license, extensive clinical and administrative background and an interest in research.
DUTIES The duties included administration of the mental health center, supervision of the professional staff, medical students, 
resident teaching and liaison with local, state and national agencies.
BENEFITS A generous benefi t package includes competitive salary, professional liability coverage, vacation, retirement plans and 
educational leave.
LOCATION Nashville, Tennessee is a beautiful setting with mild climate and ample recreational and school facilities.

For more information, please contact:

Patrick Griffi th, M.D. & Billy Ballard, M.D., DDS
Co-Chairpersons Search Committee
Executive Director, Lloyd C. Elam Mental Health Center and Vice Chairperson, Department of Psychiatry
Meharry Medical College
1005 Dr. D.B. Todd Jr. Blvd.
Nashville, TN  37208-3599
(email: pgriffi th@mmc.edu, 615-327-6565)
(email: brballard@mmc.edu, 615-327-6663)

Meharry Medical College is an equal opportunity employer.
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Call toll-free
1-800-949-0002 or visit
www.VAcareers.va.gov/MHPAn Equal Opportunity Employer

Some battles begin
after the war.
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CHIEF OF PSYCHIATRY
MENTAL HEALTH AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

The Department of Veterans Affairs, Central Texas Veterans Health 
Care System (CTVHCS), is accepting applications for the Chief of 
Psychiatry in Mental Health and Behavioral Sciences in Waco, Texas.  
The successful applicant will be expected to qualify for a faculty ap-
pointment in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Science 
at Texas A&M University Health Science Center.  Applicants with 
interest and experience in inpatient/residential based programs for 
neuropsychiatric disorders will be given preference.

CTVHCS operates a large mental health program spread over sev-
eral sites (Austin, Temple & Waco, TX) providing outpatient, inpa-
tient, residential rehabilitation and consultative services to veterans 
and active military personnel.  CTVHCS offers a Neuropsychiatric 
Research Center, Stress Disorder Initiative, Center of Excellence in 
Waco and an Imaging Research Center in Austin.  There is a close 
working relationship with Darnall Army Medical Center and Uni-
versity of Texas.  Travel to all sites within CTVHCS is expected.

CTVHCS offers new pay structure with competitive salaries and 
excellent benefi ts.  Relocation/Recruitment incentive is negotiable.  
Candidates must be US citizens or permanent residents, as well 
as possess a valid and unrestricted medical license in at least one 
state.  Reasonable accommodation provided to any applicant with 
disabilities.

Equal Opportunity Employer  Applicants are subject to drug 
testing.  For additional information about this position, please visit:  
http://www.central-texas.med.va.gov/HRMS 

Please fax or send CV to:
Mary P. Doerfl er, Physician Recruiter, 
Central Texas Veterans Health Care System,
1901 Veterans Memorial Drive, Temple, TX  76504
FAX (254) 743-0007, Voice (254) 743-0049
E-mail to Mary.Doerfl er@va.gov

VA GREATER LOS ANGELES HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

PSYCHIATRISTS ●  Generous Vacation Package

●  Ten Paid Holidays Per Year

●  Health & Life Retirement Package

●  Academic Affi liations

●  No Malpractice Insurance Premiums

●  Up to $38,000 for Debt Reduction

Send letter of interest and CV to:
Robert T. Rubin, MD, PhD, Chief

Department of Psychiatry &
Mental Health

VA Greater LA Healthcare System 
robert.rubin@va.gov

310-268-3319

TIME, Aug. 27, 2006
“How Veterans’ Hospitals Became The Best in Health Care”

Join one of the most innovative Mental Health teams in the country!
Receive the job satisfaction of providing care to men and women 
who have defended our nation’s freedom. 

Open Positions in the Greater Los Angeles Area

●  Director of Mental Health Programs, San Fernando
Valley Ambulatory Care Center

●  3 Staff Psychiatrists for Domiciliary Residential 
Rehabilitation & Treatment Program at West Los
Angeles

●  2 Staff Psychiatrists for Mental Health Outpatient
Clinic at West Los Angeles 

●  Staff Psychiatrist for Santa Maria Mental Health
Community Based Outpatient Clinic

Opportunity of a Lifetime!
Live in “the jewel” of Central California 
with a growing population of over 100,000 
and enjoy an abundance of cultural and 
recreational activities along with affordable 
housing.

This is an inpatient adult psychiatrist 
position in a hospitalist model at a 68-bed 
behavioral health facility.  Work with a team 
of therapists, social workers, and nurses in 
providing consultation, pharmacotherapy, 
and psychotherapy to inpatients with 
diverse cases.  The call coverage is one 
weekday night per week and one weekend 
in every four.

This is truly an opportunity of a lifetime!

Call 1-888-229-9495 for more information.  
Send your CV to wilkinstina@earthlink.net 
or fax it to Tina Wilkins at 916-536-9281.
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South Texas Veterans Health Care System

The South Texas Veterans Health Care System (STVHCS) serves one 
of the largest primary service areas in the nation.  STVHCS is 
comprised of three divisions and has an annual operating
budget of $460 million.  San Antonio is surrounded by beau-
tiful Texas hill-country and offers an exceptional suburban 

lifestyle, excellent schools, and the festive atmosphere of an 
international city.

Opportunity:  Board-certifi ed or board-eligible Psychiatrists

Location:  San Antonio and other South Texas locations

Job Description:  Provide treatment to an adult psychiatric pop-
ulation with diverse diagnoses including major affective disorders, 
psychotic disorders, PTSD, and substance use disorders.

Selected Benefi ts:  Competitive compensation package
Education debt reduction program
Eligibility for relocation incentive
Eligibility for academic appointment in the
 Department of Psychiatry at the University  

   of Texas Health Science Center at
 San Antonio

Contact:          Mr. Enrique Salas
Human Resources Specialist
210.617.5300 x14952
Enrique.Salas@va.gov

Opportunity:  Associate Chief of Staff, Mental Health

Location:  San Antonio

Job Description:  Oversight responsibility for mental health op-
erations for STVHCS, including strategic planning, establishment of 
policies and procedures, and performance monitoring.

PSYCHIATRISTS
The VA Needs You

Shreveport, LA
Alexandria, LA
Biloxi, MS

Pensacola, FA
Mt. Vernon, MO

Psychiatrist positions require: BE/BC Psychiatrists, cur-
rent, full, unrestricted licensure (any state), U.S. citizen.
Great Benefi ts, Excellent Pay, Rewarding Work.  See 
announcements on www.vacareers.va.gov.  Recruitment/
Relocation incentives may be authorized, ask contact 
individual for details.

BILOXI//PENSACOLA/MOBILE Outpatient and Inpatient 
Psychiatry positions.  Expertise in telepsychiatry, sub-
stance abuse, geropsychiatry and PTSD preferred.  BE/BC 
psychiatrist, state license (any state), U.S. citizen or 
permanent resident.  Send applications to Jean Williams, 
HRMS (05A), 400 Veterans Avenue, Biloxi, MS or contact at 
jean.williams@med.va.gov or (228) 523-5633.

ALEXANDRIA Strong clinical skills.  Prefer experience in 
Geropsychiatry, Substance Abuse and/or PTSD.  CV/Appli-
cation to tammie.arnold@med.va.gov or Tammie Arnold, 
Psychiatry Service (116), P.O. Box 69004, Alexandria, LA 
71306-9004. (318) 473-0010 ext 2696.

SHREVEPORT Prefer experience in Substance Abuse, 
PTSD.  Contact Tracie Bennett at (318) 221-8411, ext 7109 
or tracie.bennett@va.gov.  Email or mail your CV to VAMC, 
HRMS (05) TB, 510 E. Stoner Ave, Shreveport, LA. (318) 
221-8411, ext 7109.

FAYETTEVILLE, MT. VERNON Contact Laura Berg, HRMS, 
at laura.berg2@va.gov or (479) 443-4301, ext 5191.

Fayetteville, AR
Mobile, AL

Geisinger Health System’s Division of Psychiatry in Danville, PA, is
seeking an adult psychiatrist.This position offers an excellent
quality of life and an opportunity to work part-time or full-time
depending on the needs of the candidate.

This position offers:
• A flexible schedule – start/end times are negotiable, and the

specific psychiatric interests and talents of applicants usually can
be integrated into the needs of the practice. Opportunities
include inpatient – outpatient – emergency – and consultation-
liaison psychiatry.

• A wonderfully collaborative team of psychiatrists/psychologists
with experience and expertise in a variety of psychiatric
specialties.

•The support of multiple PAs, a nurse specialist and masters-
level therapists.

• An excellent call schedule (1 in 7), most call via telephone from
home.

•The opportunity to work in a comprehensive academic
practice that sees a wide variety of clinical activity from
pediatric to geriatric patients and diagnostic types and
treatments (including ECT).

• Research opportunities through the Weis Center for Research
and Geisinger Center for Health Research (both located on
the campus of Geisinger Medical Center). Current research
projects include studies on genomic schizophrenia, adolescent
depression and improving the delivery of adult depression
through primary care.

• An accredited Clinical Psychology Internship and the
opportunity to teach pediatric and emergency medicine
residents, as well as third year medical students from Temple
University and Pennsylvania College of Osteopathic Medicine,
with clinical appointments available.

• An established referral base through Geisinger Health System’s
40 community medical groups, 3 hospitals, local/community
physicians and the broad-base of third party contracts.

In the past two years Geisinger’s Department of Psychiatry has
added a 10-bed Adolescent Inpatient Unit at Geisinger South
Wilkes-Barre, the neuro-psychiatry practice has doubled and
added 2 post-doctoral fellows and Pediatric Psychiatry has
experienced significant growth.At Geisinger, you’ll experience the
support, camaraderie and professional challenges of a leading
practice while discovering the charms of Pennsylvania living… all
while having the time and flexibility to enjoy your new quality of
life.

To discuss this opportunity, contact:
Kathy Kardisco, Recruiter, Geisinger Dept. of Pro. Staffing,
100 North Academy Avenue, Danville, PA 17822-2428
Phone: 1-800-845-7112 • Fax: 1-800-622-2515
e-mail: kkardisco@geisinger.edu
Geisinger is a drug-screening employer; EOE/M/F/D/V.

W W W. G E I S I N G E R . O R G / D O C J O B S

ADULT PSYCHIATRY
OPPORTUNITY
GEISINGER HEALTH SYSTEM
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hysician-
driven leadership, 
a supportive 
administration 
and excellent 
technology 
provide a work 
environment that 
fosters growth 
and outstanding 
patient care.”  
–Brad Johnson, MD  

Not a J-1 waiver site  

In Wisconsin, you will enjoy four-season 
living, small-town community and a lucrative 
medical practice. When you join Ministry 
Medical Group, our entire team is committed 
to your success.  

CALL TODAY! 800-420-2622 
Brenda Chambers, Physician Recruiter 

Fax: 715-342-7910 
brenda.chambers@ministryhealth.org

CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES 

We are currently seeking BC/BE 
Psychiatrists to join our outpatient 
clinics. Adult and child/adolescent 

opportunities are available. 
Full time opportunities available in
Rhinelander 
Full time and part time 
opportunities with flexible 
schedules available in Stevens 
Point
Minimal managed care 
Combination of first-year salary
guarantee, incentive bonus and  
benefits package  

ministryhealth.org  
Equal Opportunity Employer 

opportunities.
ONE LIFE. FOUR SEASONS. 

COUNTLESS OPPORTUNITIES. 

Opportunity of a Lifetime
Looking for an opportunity to ignite your career? Join us at the Lindner Center of HOPE as we launch a new, state-of-the-art, 
highly innovative behavioral health facility opening in the summer of 2008, in Cincinnati, Ohio.

You will work with a team of top clinicians and clinician-scientists at our Center, which is affi liated with the Department of Psychiatry. 
University of Cincinnati Academic Health Center, one of the top 20 psychiatry departments. You will be on the leading edge of 
clinical practice by participating in inpatient and outpatient treatment and research programs focusing on mood, anxiety, eating, 
psychotic and substance-use disorders.

Cincinnati, Ohio has affordable housing, great schools, professional and collegiate sports teams, outstanding performing arts 
groups and abundant recreational opportunities.

We have positions for child/adolescent, adult and geriatric psychiatrists, at the assistant, associate and professor levels. We 
are also looking for an investigator in health service research and delivery. Letters of application should include curriculum vitae 
with a summary of relevant clinical, academic and research experiences, and the names of at least three references. Review of 
resumes will commence upon receipt and continue until all positions are fi lled.

To learn more about the Lindner Center of HOPE, please see our website at: www.lindnercenterofhope.org

Send applications to: Paul Keck, M.D. (c/o Debbie Strawser)
Human Resources Leader
Lindner Center of HOPE
3200 Burnet Ave 6 Ridgeway
Cincinnati, Ohio 45229
Or send email to: debbie.strawser@healthall.com
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BRIEF SUMMARY. See package insert for full prescribing information.

Suicidality and Antidepressant Drugs

Antidepressants increased the risk compared to placebo of suicidal thinking and behavior (suicidality)
in children, adolescents, and young adults in short-term studies of Major Depressive Disorder (MDD)
and other psychiatric disorders. Anyone considering the use of EFFEXOR XR or any other
antidepressant in a child, adolescent, or young adult must balance this risk with the clinical need.
Short-term studies did not show an increase in the risk of suicidality with antidepressants compared
to placebo in adults beyond age 24; there was a reduction in risk with antidepressants compared to
placebo in adults aged 65 and older. Depression and certain other psychiatric disorders are
themselves associated with increases in the risk of suicide. Patients of all ages who are started on
antidepressant therapy should be monitored appropriately and observed closely for clinical
worsening, suicidality, or unusual changes in behavior. Families and caregivers should be advised of
the need for close observation and communication with the prescriber. EFFEXOR XR is not approved
for use in pediatric patients. (See WARNINGS: Clinical Worsening and Suicide Risk, PRECAUTIONS:
Information for Patients, and PRECAUTIONS: Pediatric Use.)

CONTRAINDICATIONS: Hypersensitivity to venlafaxine hydrochloride or to any excipients in the formulation.
Concomitant use in patients taking monoamine oxidase inhibitors (MAOIs). WARNINGS: Clinical Worsening
and Suicide Risk—Patients with major depressive disorder (MDD), both adult and pediatric, may experience
worsening of their depression and/or the emergence of suicidal ideation and behavior (suicidality) or unusual
changes in behavior, whether or not they are taking antidepressant medications, and this risk may persist until
significant remission occurs. Suicide is a known risk of depression and certain other psychiatric disorders, and
these disorders themselves are the strongest predictors of suicide. Antidepressants may have a role in
inducing worsening of depression and the emergence of suicidality in certain patients during the early phases
of treatment. Pooled analyses of short-term placebo-controlled trials of antidepressant drugs (SSRIs and
others) showed that these drugs increase the risk of suicidal thinking and behavior (suicidality) in children,
adolescents, and young adults (ages 18-24) with MDD and other psychiatric disorders. Short-term studies did
not show an increase in the risk of suicidality with antidepressants compared to placebo in adults beyond age
24; there was a reduction with antidepressants compared to placebo in adults aged 65 and older. The pooled
analyses of placebo-controlled trials in children and adolescents with MDD, obsessive-compulsive disorder
(OCD), or other psychiatric disorders included a total of 24 short-term trials of 9 antidepressant drugs in over
4,400 patients. The pooled analyses of placebo-controlled trials in adults with MDD or other psychiatric
disorders included a total of 295 short-term trials (median duration of 2 months) of 11 antidepressant drugs
in over 77,000 patients. There was considerable variation in risk of suicidality among drugs, but a tendency
toward an increase in the younger patients for almost all drugs studied. There were differences in absolute risk
of suicidality across the different indications, with the highest incidence in MDD. The risk differences (drug vs.
placebo), however, were relatively stable within age strata and across indications. These risk differences (drug-
placebo difference in the number of cases of suicidality per 1,000 patients treated) are provided in Table 1 of
the full prescribing information. No suicides occurred in any of the pediatric trials. There were suicides in the
adult trials, but the number was not sufficient to reach any conclusion about drug effect on suicide. It is
unknown whether the suicidality risk extends to longer-term use. However, there is substantial evidence from
placebo-controlled maintenance trials in adults with depression that the use of antidepressants can delay the
recurrence of depression. All patients being treated with antidepressants for any indication should be
monitored appropriately and observed closely for clinical worsening, suicidality, and unusual changes
in behavior, especially during the initial few months of a course of drug therapy, or at times of dose
changes, either increases or decreases. Anxiety, agitation, panic attacks, insomnia, irritability, hostility,
aggressiveness, impulsivity, akathisia (psychomotor restlessness), hypomania, and mania have been reported
in adult and pediatric patients being treated with antidepressants for MDD and other indications, both
psychiatric and nonpsychiatric. Although a causal link between the emergence of such symptoms and either
the worsening of depression and/or the emergence of suicidal impulses has not been established, there is
concern that such symptoms may represent precursors to emerging suicidality. Consideration should be given
to changing the therapeutic regimen, including possibly discontinuing the medication, in patients whose
depression is persistently worse, or who are experiencing emergent suicidality or symptoms that might be
precursors to worsening depression or suicidality, especially if these symptoms are severe, abrupt in onset, or
were not part of the patient’s presenting symptoms. If the decision has been made to discontinue treatment,
medication should be tapered, as rapidly as is feasible, but with recognition that abrupt discontinuation can
be associated with certain symptoms (see PRECAUTIONS and DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION). Families
and caregivers of patients being treated with antidepressants for MDD or other indications, both
psychiatric and nonpsychiatric, should be alerted about the need to monitor patients for the
emergence of agitation, irritability, unusual changes in behavior, and the other symptoms described
above, as well as the emergence of suicidality, and to report such symptoms immediately to health
care providers. Such monitoring should include daily observation by families and caregivers.
Prescriptions for Effexor XR should be written for the smallest quantity of capsules consistent with good patient
management, in order to reduce the risk of overdose. Screening Patients for Bipolar Disorder: A major
depressive episode may be the initial presentation of bipolar disorder. It is generally believed that treating such
an episode with an antidepressant alone may increase the likelihood of precipitation of a mixed/manic episode
in patients at risk for bipolar disorder. Whether any of the symptoms described above represents such a
conversion is unknown. Prior to initiating antidepressant treatment, patients with depressive symptoms should
be screened to determine if they are at risk for bipolar disorder; such screening should include a detailed
psychiatric history, including a family history of suicide, bipolar disorder, and depression. Effexor XR is not
approved for use in treating bipolar depression. Potential for Interaction with MAOIs—Adverse reactions,
some serious, have been reported in patients who recently discontinued an MAOI and started on
venlafaxine, or who recently discontinued venlafaxine prior to initiation of an MAOI. These reactions
included tremor, myoclonus, diaphoresis, nausea, vomiting, flushing, dizziness, hyperthermia with
features resembling neuroleptic malignant syndrome, seizures, and death. Effexor XR should not be
used in combination with an MAOI, or within at least 14 days of discontinuing treatment with an MAOI.
At least 7 days should be allowed after stopping venlafaxine before starting an MAOI. Serotonin
Syndrome—The development of potentially life-threatening serotonin syndrome may occur with Effexor XR
treatment, particularly with (i) concomitant use of serotonergic drugs and (ii) with drugs that impair metabolism of
serotonin (see CONTRAINDICATIONS—MAOIs). If concomitant treatment of Effexor XR with an SSRI, SNRI, or a 5-
hydroxytryptamine receptor agonist (triptan) is clinically warranted, careful observation of the patient is advised,
particularly during treatment initiation and dose increases. The concomitant use of Effexor XR with serotonin
precursors (such as tryptophan supplements) is not recommended. Sustained Hypertension—Venlafaxine is
associated with sustained increases in blood pressure (BP) in some patients. Postmarketing cases of elevated BP
requiring immediate treatment have been reported. Pre-existing hypertension should be controlled. Regular
monitoring of BP is recommended. For patients experiencing sustained increase in BP, consider either dose reduction
or discontinuation. Mydriasis—Mydriasis has been reported; monitor patients with raised intraocular pressure or at
risk of acute narrow-angle glaucoma (angle-closure glaucoma). PRECAUTIONS: General—Discontinuation of
Treatment with Effexor XR. Abrupt discontinuation or dose reduction of venlafaxine at various doses is associated
with new symptoms, the frequency of which increased with increased dose level and longer duration of treatment.
Symptoms include agitation, anorexia, anxiety, confusion, coordination impaired, diarrhea, dizziness, dry mouth,
dysphoric mood, emotional lability, fasciculation, fatigue, headaches, hypomania, insomnia, irritability, lethargy,
nausea, nervousness, nightmares, seizures, sensory disturbances (e.g., paresthesias such as electric shock
sensations), somnolence, sweating, tinnitus, tremor, vertigo, and vomiting. Monitor patients when discontinuing
treatment. A gradual reduction in the dose rather than abrupt cessation is recommended. If intolerable symptoms
occur following a decrease in the dose or upon discontinuation of treatment, consider resuming the previously
prescribed dose. Subsequently, continue decreasing the dose at a more gradual rate. Insomnia and Nervousness:
Treatment-emergent insomnia and nervousness have been reported. In Phase 3 trials, insomnia led to drug
discontinuation in 1% of both depressed patients and Panic Disorder (PD) patients and in 3% of both Generalized
Anxiety Disorder (GAD) and Social Anxiety Disorder (SAD) patients. Nervousness led to drug discontinuation in 0.9%
of depressed patients, in 2% of GAD patients, and in 0% of SAD and PD patients. Changes in Weight: Adult Patients:
In short-term MDD trials, 7% of Effexor XR patients had ≥5% loss of body weight and 0.1% discontinued for weight
loss. In 6-month GAD studies, 3% of Effexor XR patients had ≥7% loss of body weight, and 0.3% discontinued for
weight loss in 8-week studies. In 12-week SAD trials, 3% of Effexor XR patients had ≥7% loss of body weight and no
patients discontinued for weight loss. In 12-week PD trials, 3% of Effexor XR patients had ≥7% loss of body weight,
and no patients discontinued for weight loss. The safety and efficacy of venlafaxine in combination with weight loss
agents, including phentermine, have not been established. Coadministration of Effexor XR and weight loss agents is not
recommended. Effexor XR is not indicated for weight loss alone or in combination with other products. Pediatric
Patients: Weight loss was seen in patients aged 6-17 receiving Effexor XR. More Effexor XR patients than placebo
patients experienced weight loss of at least 3.5% in both MDD and GAD studies (18% of Effexor XR patients vs. 3.6% of
placebo patients; P<0.001) and the SAD study (47% of Effexor XR patients vs. 14% of placebo patients; P<0.001).
Weight loss was not limited to patients with treatment-emergent anorexia (decreased appetite). Children and
adolescents in a 6-month MDD study had increases in weight less than expected based on data from age- and sex-
matched peers.The difference between observed and expected weight gain was larger for children <12 years old than
for adolescents ≥12 years old. Changes in Height: Pediatric Patients: In 8-week GAD studies, Effexor XR patients aged

6-17 grew an average of 0.3 cm (n=122), while placebo patients grew an average of 1.0 cm (n=132); P=0.041. This
difference in height increase was most notable in patients <12. In 8-week MDD studies, Effexor XR patients grew an
average of 0.8 cm (n=146), while placebo patients grew an average of 0.7 cm (n=147). During the 16-week, placebo-
controlled SAD study, both the Effexor XR (n=109) and the placebo (n=112) patients grew an average of 1.0 cm. In
the 6-month MDD study, children and adolescents had height increases less than expected based on data from age-
and sex-matched peers. The difference between observed and expected growth rates was larger for children <12
years old than for adolescents ≥12 years old. Changes in Appetite: Adult Patients: Treatment-emergent anorexia
was more commonly reported for Effexor XR (8%) than placebo (4%) patients in MDD studies. The discontinuation
rate for anorexia was 1.0% in MDD studies.Treatment-emergent anorexia was more commonly reported for Effexor XR
(8%) than placebo (2%) patients in GAD studies. The discontinuation rate for anorexia was 0.9% for up to 8 weeks in
GAD studies. Treatment-emergent anorexia was more commonly reported for Effexor XR (20%) than placebo (2%)
patients in SAD studies.The discontinuation rate for anorexia was 0.4% for up to 12 weeks in SAD studies.Treatment-
emergent anorexia was more commonly reported for Effexor XR (8%) than placebo (3%) patients in PD studies. The
discontinuation rate for anorexia was 0.4% for Effexor XR patients in 12-week PD studies. Pediatric Patients:
Decreased appetite was seen in pediatric patients receiving Effexor XR. In GAD and MDD trials, 10% of Effexor XR
patients aged 6-17 for up to 8 weeks and 3% of placebo patients had treatment-emergent anorexia. None of the
patients receiving Effexor XR discontinued for anorexia or weight loss. In the placebo-controlled trial for SAD, 22% and
3% of patients aged 8-17 treated for up to 16 weeks with Effexor XR and placebo, respectively, reported treatment-
emergent anorexia (decreased appetite). The discontinuation rates for anorexia were 0.7% and 0.0% for patients
receiving Effexor XR and placebo, respectively; the discontinuation rates for weight loss were 0.7% for patients receiving
either Effexor XR or placebo. Activation of Mania/Hypomania: Mania or hypomania has occurred during short-term
depression and PD studies. As with all drugs effective in the treatment of MDD, Effexor XR should be used cautiously
in patients with a history of mania. Hyponatremia: Hyponatremia and/or the syndrome of inappropriate antidiuretic
hormone secretion (SIADH) may occur with venlafaxine. Consider this in patients who are volume-depleted, elderly, or
taking diuretics. Seizures: In all premarketing depression trials with Effexor, seizures were reported in 0.3% of
venlafaxine patients. Use cautiously in patients with a history of seizures. Discontinue in any patient who develops
seizures. Abnormal Bleeding: Abnormal bleeding (most commonly ecchymosis) has been reported. Serum
Cholesterol Elevation: Clinically relevant increases in serum cholesterol were seen in 5.3% of venlafaxine patients
and 0.0% of placebo patients treated for at least 3 months in trials. Consider measurement of serum cholesterol levels
during long-term treatment. Interstitial Lung Disease and Eosinophilic Pneumonia:These have been rarely reported.
Consider the possibility of these events in venlafaxine patients who present with progressive dyspnea, cough, or chest
discomfort. Such patients should undergo a prompt medical evaluation and should consider discontinuation of
venlafaxine. Use in Patients With Concomitant Illness: Use Effexor XR cautiously in patients with diseases or
conditions that could affect hemodynamic responses or metabolism. Venlafaxine has not been evaluated in patients
with recent history of MI or unstable heart disease. Increases in QT interval (QTc) have been reported in clinical studies.
Exercise caution in patients whose underlying medical conditions might be compromised by increases in heart rate.
In patients with renal impairment or cirrhosis of the liver, the clearances of venlafaxine and its active metabolites were
decreased, prolonging the elimination half-lives. A lower dose may be necessary; use with caution in such patients.
Information for Patients—Prescribers or other health professionals should inform patients, their families, and their
caregivers about the benefits and risks associated with treatment with Effexor XR and should counsel them in its
appropriate use. A patient Medication Guide called “Antidepressant Medicines, Depression and Other Serious Mental
Illnesses, and Suicidal Thoughts or Actions” is available for Effexor XR. The prescriber or health professional should
instruct patients, their families, and their caregivers to read the Medication Guide and should assist them in
understanding its contents. Patients should be given the opportunity to discuss the contents of the Medication Guide
and to obtain answers to any questions they may have. The complete text of the Medication Guide is available at
www.effexorxr.com or in the approved prescribing information. Patients should be advised of the following issues and
asked to alert their prescriber if these occur while taking Effexor XR. Clinical Worsening and Suicide Risk: Patients,
their families, and their caregivers should be encouraged to be alert to the emergence of symptoms listed in
WARNINGS: Clinical Worsening and Suicide Risk, especially those seen early during antidepressant treatment and
when the dose is adjusted up or down. Families and caregivers of patients should be advised to look for the
emergence of such symptoms on a day-to-day basis, since changes may be abrupt. Such symptoms should be
reported to the patient’s prescriber or health professional, especially if they are severe, abrupt in onset, or were not
part of the patient’s presenting symptoms. Symptoms such as these may be associated with an increased risk for
suicidal thinking and behavior and indicate a need for very close monitoring and possibly changes in the medication.
Caution patients 1) about operating hazardous machinery, including automobiles, until they are reasonably sure that
venlafaxine does not adversely affect their abilities; 2) to avoid alcohol while taking Effexor XR; and 3) about the risk of
serotonin syndrome with the concomitant use of Effexor XR and triptans, tramadol, tryptophan supplements, or other
serotonergic agents. Patients should be advised to notify their physician 1) if they become pregnant or intend to become
pregnant during therapy, or if they are nursing; 2) about other prescription or over-the-counter drugs, including herbal
preparations and nutritional supplements they are taking or plan to take; 3) if they develop a rash, hives, or related
allergic phenomena; or 4) if they have a history of glaucoma or increased intraocular pressure. Laboratory Tests—
No specific laboratory tests are recommended. Drug Interactions— Alcohol: A single dose of ethanol had no effect
on the pharmacokinetics (PK) of venlafaxine or O-desmethylvenlafaxine (ODV), and venlafaxine did not exaggerate the
psychomotor and psychometric effects induced by ethanol. Cimetidine: Use caution when administering venlafaxine
with cimetidine to patients with pre-existing hypertension or hepatic dysfunction, and the elderly. Diazepam: A single
dose of diazepam did not appear to affect the PK of either venlafaxine or ODV. Venlafaxine did not have any effect on
the PK of diazepam or its active metabolite, desmethyldiazepam, or affect the psychomotor and psychometric effects
induced by diazepam. Haloperidol: Venlafaxine decreased total oral-dose clearance of haloperidol, resulting in a 70%
increase in haloperidol AUC. The haloperidol Cmax increased 88%, but the haloperidol elimination half-life was
unchanged. Lithium: A single dose of lithium did not appear to affect the PK of either venlafaxine or ODV. Venlafaxine
had no effect on the PK of lithium.Drugs Highly Bound to Plasma Proteins:Venlafaxine is not highly bound to plasma
proteins; coadministration of Effexor XR with a highly protein-bound drug should not cause increased free
concentrations of the other drug. Drugs That Inhibit Cytochrome P450 Isoenzymes: CYP2D6 Inhibitors:Venlafaxine
is metabolized to its active metabolite, ODV, by CYP2D6. Drugs inhibiting this isoenzyme have the potential to increase
plasma concentrations of venlafaxine and decrease concentrations of ODV. No dosage adjustment is required when
venlafaxine is coadministered with a CYP2D6 inhibitor. Concomitant use of venlafaxine with drug treatment(s) that
potentially inhibits both CYP2D6 and CYP3A4, the primary metabolizing enzymes for venlafaxine, has not been studied.
Use caution if therapy includes venlafaxine and any agent(s) that produces simultaneous inhibition of these two
enzyme systems. Drugs Metabolized by Cytochrome P450 Isoenzymes: Venlafaxine is a relatively weak inhibitor
of CYP2D6. Venlafaxine did not inhibit CYP1A2 and CYP3A4, CYP2C9 (in vitro), or CYP2C19. Imipramine: Venlafaxine
did not affect the PK of imipramine and 2-OH-imipramine.However, desipramine AUC, Cmax and Cmin increased by ~35%
in the presence of venlafaxine.The 2-OH-desipramine AUCs increased by 2.5-4.5 fold. Imipramine did not affect the PK
of venlafaxine and ODV. Risperidone: Venlafaxine slightly inhibited the CYP2D6-mediated metabolism of risperidone to
its active metabolite, 9-hydroxyrisperidone, resulting in a ~32% increase in risperidone AUC.Venlafaxine coadministration
did not significantly alter the PK profile of the total active moiety (risperidone plus 9-hydroxyrisperidone). CYP3A4:
Venlafaxine did not inhibit CYP3A4 in vitro and in vivo. Indinavir: In a study of 9 healthy volunteers, venlafaxine
administration resulted in a 28% decrease in the AUC of a single dose of indinavir and a 36% decrease in indinavir Cmax.
Indinavir did not affect the PK of venlafaxine and ODV. CYP1A2: Venlafaxine did not inhibit CYP1A2 in vitro and in vivo.
CYP2C9: Venlafaxine did not inhibit CYP2C9 in vitro. In vivo, venlafaxine 75 mg by mouth every 12 hours did not alter
the PK of a single 550-mg dose of tolbutamide or the CYP2C9-mediated formation of 4-hydroxy-tolbutamide.CYP2C19:
Venlafaxine did not inhibit the metabolism of diazepam, which is partially metabolized by CYP2C19 (see Diazepam
above). MAOIs: See CONTRAINDICATIONS and WARNINGS. CNS-Active Drugs: Use caution with concomitant use
of venlafaxine and other CNS-active drugs. Serotonergic Drugs and Triptans (see WARNINGS: Serotonin
Syndrome): Based on the mechanism of action of Effexor XR and the potential for serotonin syndrome, caution is
advised when Effexor XR is coadministered with other drugs that may affect the serotonergic neurotransmitter
systems, such as triptans, SSRIs, other SNRIs, linezolid, lithium, tramadol, or St. John’s wort. If concomitant treatment
of Effexor XR with these drugs is clinically warranted, careful observation of the patient is advised, particularly during
treatment initiation and dose increases. The concomitant use of Effexor XR with tryptophan supplements is not
recommended. Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT): There are no clinical data establishing the benefit of ECT combined
with Effexor XR treatment. Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility—Carcinogenesis:There was no
increase in tumors in mice and rats given up to 1.7 times the maximum recommended human dose (MRHD) on a
mg/m2 basis. Mutagenesis: Venlafaxine and ODV were not mutagenic in the Ames reverse mutation assay in
Salmonella bacteria or the CHO/HGPRT mammalian cell forward gene mutation assay.Venlafaxine was not clastogenic
in several assays. ODV elicited a clastogenic response in the in vivo chromosomal aberration assay in rat bone
marrow. Impairment of Fertility: No effects on reproduction or fertility in rats were noted at oral doses of up to 2
times the MRHD on a mg/m2 basis. Pregnancy—Teratogenic Effects—Pregnancy Category C. Reproduction
studies in rats given 2.5 times, and rabbits given 4 times the MRHD (mg/m2 basis) revealed no malformations in
offspring. However, in rats given 2.5 times the MRHD, there was a decrease in pup weight, an increase in stillborn
pups, and an increase in pup deaths during the first 5 days of lactation when dosing began during pregnancy and
continued until weaning.There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women; use Effexor XR during
pregnancy only if clearly needed. Nonteratogenic Effects: Neonates exposed to Effexor XR late in the third trimester
have developed complications requiring prolonged hospitalization, respiratory support, and tube feeding.
Complications can arise immediately upon delivery. Reports include respiratory distress, cyanosis, apnea, seizures,
temperature instability, feeding difficulty, vomiting, hypoglycemia, hypotonia, hypertonia, hyperreflexia, tremor,
jitteriness, irritability, and constant crying. This is consistent with a direct toxic effect of SNRIs or a drug discontinuation
syndrome. In some cases, it is consistent with serotonin syndrome. When treating a pregnant woman with Effexor XR
during the third trimester, carefully consider the potential risks and benefits of treatment and consider tapering
Effexor XR in the third trimester. Labor, Delivery, Nursing—The effect on labor and delivery in humans is unknown.
Venlafaxine and ODV have been reported to be excreted in human milk. Because of the potential for serious adverse
reactions in nursing infants from Effexor XR, a decision should be made whether to discontinue nursing or to
discontinue the drug, taking into account the importance of the drug to the mother. Pediatric Use—Safety and



effectiveness in the pediatric population have not been established (see BOX WARNING and WARNINGS: Clinical
Worsening and Suicide Risk). No studies have adequately assessed the impact of Effexor XR on growth,
development, and maturation of children and adolescents. Studies suggest Effexor XR may adversely affect weight and
height (see PRECAUTIONS-General, Changes in Height and Changes in Weight ). Should the decision be made to treat
a pediatric patient with Effexor XR, regular monitoring of weight and height is recommended during treatment,
particularly if long term.The safety of Effexor XR for pediatric patients has not been assessed for chronic treatment >6
months. In studies in patients aged 6-17, blood pressure and cholesterol increases considered to be clinically relevant
were similar to that observed in adult patients. The precautions for adults apply to pediatric patients. Geriatric Use—
No overall differences in effectiveness or safety were observed between geriatric and younger patients. Greater
sensitivity of some older individuals cannot be ruled out. Hyponatremia and SIADH have been reported, usually in the
elderly. ADVERSE REACTIONS: Associated with Discontinuation of Treatment—The most common events
leading to discontinuation in MDD, GAD, SAD, and PD trials included nausea, anorexia, anxiety, impotence, dry mouth,
dizziness, insomnia, somnolence, hypertension, diarrhea, paresthesia, tremor, abnormal (mostly blurred) vision,
abnormal (mostly delayed) ejaculation, asthenia, vomiting, nervousness, headache, vasodilatation, thinking abnormal,
decreased libido, and sweating. Commonly Observed Adverse Events in Controlled Clinical Trials for MDD, GAD,
SAD, and PD—Body as a Whole: asthenia, headache, flu syndrome, accidental injury, abdominal pain. Cardiovascular:
vasodilatation, hypertension, palpitation. Digestive: nausea, constipation, anorexia, vomiting, flatulence, diarrhea,
eructation. Metabolic/Nutritional: weight loss. Nervous System: dizziness, somnolence, insomnia, dry mouth,
nervousness, abnormal dreams, tremor, depression, hypertonia, paresthesia, libido decreased, agitation, anxiety,
twitching. Respiratory System: pharyngitis, yawn, sinusitis. Skin: sweating. Special Senses: abnormal vision.
Urogenital System: abnormal ejaculation, impotence, orgasmic dysfunction (including anorgasmia) in females. Vital
Sign Changes: Effexor XR was associated with a mean increase in pulse rate of about 2 beats/min in depression and
GAD trials and a mean increase in pulse rate of 4 beats/min in SAD trials. (See WARNINGS-Sustained Hypertension).
Laboratory Changes: Clinically relevant increases in serum cholesterol were noted in Effexor XR clinical trials.
Increases were duration dependent over the study period and tended to be greater with higher doses. Other Events
Observed During the Premarketing Evaluation of Effexor and Effexor XR—N=6,670. “Frequent”=events
occurring in at least 1/100 patients; “infrequent”=1/100 to 1/1000 patients; “rare”=fewer than 1/1000 patients. Body
as a whole - Frequent: chest pain substernal, chills, fever, neck pain; Infrequent: face edema, intentional injury,
malaise, moniliasis, neck rigidity, pelvic pain, photosensitivity reaction, suicide attempt, withdrawal syndrome; Rare:
appendicitis, bacteremia, carcinoma, cellulitis. Cardiovascular system - Frequent: migraine, postural hypotension,
tachycardia; Infrequent: angina pectoris, arrhythmia, extrasystoles, hypotension, peripheral vascular disorder (mainly
cold feet and/or cold hands), syncope, thrombophlebitis; Rare: aortic aneurysm, arteritis, first-degree atrioventricular
block, bigeminy, bundle branch block, capillary fragility, cerebral ischemia, coronary artery disease, congestive heart
failure, heart arrest, hematoma, cardiovascular disorder (mitral valve and circulatory disturbance), mucocutaneous
hemorrhage, myocardial infarct, pallor, sinus arrhythmia. Digestive system - Frequent: increased appetite; Infrequent:
bruxism, colitis, dysphagia, tongue edema, esophagitis, gastritis, gastroenteritis, gastrointestinal ulcer, gingivitis,
glossitis, rectal hemorrhage, hemorrhoids, melena, oral moniliasis, stomatitis, mouth ulceration; Rare: abdominal
distension, biliary pain, cheilitis, cholecystitis, cholelithiasis, esophageal spasms, duodenitis, hematemesis,
gastroesophageal reflux disease, gastrointestinal hemorrhage, gum hemorrhage, hepatitis, ileitis, jaundice, intestinal
obstruction, liver tenderness, parotitis, periodontitis, proctitis, rectal disorder, salivary gland enlargement, increased
salivation, soft stools, tongue discoloration. Endocrine system - Rare: galactorrhoea, goiter, hyperthyroidism,
hypothyroidism, thyroid nodule, thyroiditis. Hemic and lymphatic system - Frequent: ecchymosis; Infrequent:
anemia, leukocytosis, leukopenia, lymphadenopathy, thrombocythemia; Rare: basophilia, bleeding time increased,
cyanosis, eosinophilia, lymphocytosis, multiple myeloma, purpura, thrombocytopenia. Metabolic and nutritional -
Frequent: edema, weight gain; Infrequent: alkaline phosphatase increased, dehydration, hypercholesteremia,
hyperglycemia, hyperlipemia, hypoglycemia, hypokalemia, SGOT increased, SGPT increased, thirst; Rare: alcohol
intolerance, bilirubinemia, BUN increased, creatinine increased, diabetes mellitus, glycosuria, gout, healing abnormal,
hemochromatosis, hypercalcinuria, hyperkalemia, hyperphosphatemia, hyperuricemia, hypocholesteremia,
hyponatremia, hypophosphatemia, hypoproteinemia, uremia. Musculoskeletal system - Frequent: arthralgia;
Infrequent: arthritis, arthrosis, bone spurs, bursitis, leg cramps, myasthenia, tenosynovitis; Rare: bone pain,
pathological fracture, muscle cramp, muscle spasms, musculoskeletal stiffness, myopathy, osteoporosis,
osteosclerosis, plantar fasciitis, rheumatoid arthritis, tendon rupture. Nervous system - Frequent: amnesia, confusion,
depersonalization, hypesthesia, thinking abnormal, trismus, vertigo; Infrequent: akathisia, apathy, ataxia, circumoral
paresthesia, CNS stimulation, emotional lability, euphoria, hallucinations, hostility, hyperesthesia, hyperkinesia,
hypotonia, incoordination, manic reaction, myoclonus, neuralgia, neuropathy, psychosis, seizure, abnormal speech,
stupor, suicidal ideation; Rare: abnormal/changed behavior, adjustment disorder, akinesia, alcohol abuse, aphasia,
bradykinesia, buccoglossal syndrome, cerebrovascular accident, feeling drunk, loss of consciousness, delusions,
dementia, dystonia, energy increased, facial paralysis, abnormal gait, Guillain-Barré syndrome, homicidal ideation,
hyperchlorhydria, hypokinesia, hysteria, impulse control difficulties, libido increased, motion sickness, neuritis,
nystagmus, paranoid reaction, paresis, psychotic depression, reflexes decreased, reflexes increased, torticollis.
Respiratory system - Frequent: cough increased, dyspnea; Infrequent: asthma, chest congestion, epistaxis,
hyperventilation, laryngismus, laryngitis, pneumonia, voice alteration; Rare: atelectasis, hemoptysis, hypoventilation,
hypoxia, larynx edema, pleurisy, pulmonary embolus, sleep apnea. Skin and appendages - Frequent: pruritus;
Infrequent: acne, alopecia, contact dermatitis, dry skin, eczema, maculopapular rash, psoriasis, urticaria; Rare: brittle
nails, erythema nodosum, exfoliative dermatitis, lichenoid dermatitis, hair discoloration, skin discoloration, furunculosis,
hirsutism, leukoderma, miliaria, petechial rash, pruritic rash, pustular rash, vesiculobullous rash, seborrhea, skin
atrophy, skin hypertrophy, skin striae, sweating decreased.Special senses - Frequent: abnormality of accommodation,
mydriasis, taste perversion; Infrequent: conjunctivitis, diplopia, dry eyes, eye pain, hyperacusis, otitis media, parosmia,
photophobia, taste loss, visual field defect; Rare: blepharitis, cataract, chromatopsia, conjunctival edema, corneal
lesion, deafness, exophthalmos, eye hemorrhage, glaucoma, retinal hemorrhage, subconjunctival hemorrhage,
keratitis, labyrinthitis, miosis, papilledema, decreased pupillary reflex, otitis externa, scleritis, uveitis. Urogenital
system - Frequent: prostatic disorder (prostatitis, enlarged prostate, and prostate irritability), urination impaired;
Infrequent: albuminuria, amenorrhea, cystitis, dysuria, hematuria, kidney calculus, kidney pain, leukorrhea,
menorrhagia, metrorrhagia, nocturia, breast pain, polyuria, pyuria, urinary incontinence, urinary retention, urinary
urgency, vaginal hemorrhage, vaginitis; Rare: abortion, anuria, balanitis, bladder pain, breast discharge, breast
engorgement, breast enlargement, endometriosis, female lactation, fibrocystic breast, calcium crystalluria, cervicitis,
orchitis, ovarian cyst, prolonged erection, gynecomastia (male), hypomenorrhea, kidney function abnormal, mastitis,
menopause, pyelonephritis, oliguria, salpingitis, urolithiasis, uterine hemorrhage, uterine spasm, vaginal dryness.
Postmarketing Reports: agranulocytosis, anaphylaxis, aplastic anemia, catatonia, congenital anomalies, CPK
increased, deep vein thrombophlebitis, delirium, EKG abnormalities such as QT prolongation; cardiac arrhythmias
including atrial fibrillation, supraventricular tachycardia, ventricular extrasystoles, and rare reports of ventricular
fibrillation and ventricular tachycardia, including torsades de pointes; epidermal necrosis/Stevens-Johnson syndrome,
erythema multiforme, extrapyramidal symptoms (including dyskinesia and tardive dyskinesia), angle-closure
glaucoma, hemorrhage (including eye and gastrointestinal bleeding), hepatic events (including GGT elevation;
abnormalities of unspecified liver function tests; liver damage, necrosis, or failure; and fatty liver), interstitial lung
disease, involuntary movements, LDH increased, neuroleptic malignant syndrome-like events (including a case of a
10-year-old who may have been taking methylphenidate, was treated and recovered), neutropenia, night sweats,
pancreatitis, pancytopenia, panic, prolactin increased, renal failure, rhabdomyolysis, serotonin syndrome, shock-like
electrical sensations or tinnitus (in some cases, subsequent to the discontinuation of venlafaxine or tapering of dose),
and SIADH (usually in the elderly). Elevated clozapine levels that were temporally associated with adverse events,
including seizures, have been reported following the addition of venlafaxine. Increases in prothrombin time, partial
thromboplastin time, or INR have been reported when venlafaxine was given to patients on warfarin therapy. DRUG
ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE: Effexor XR is not a controlled substance. Evaluate patients carefully for history of drug
abuse and observe such patients closely for signs of misuse or abuse. OVERDOSAGE: The most commonly reported
events in overdosage include tachycardia, changes in level of consciousness (ranging from somnolence to coma),
mydriasis, seizures, and vomiting. Electrocardiogram changes (eg, prolongation of QT interval, bundle branch block,
QRS prolongation), ventricular tachycardia, bradycardia, hypotension, rhabdomyolysis, vertigo, liver necrosis, serotonin
syndrome, and death have been reported. Published retrospective studies report that venlafaxine overdosage may be
associated with an increased risk of fatal outcomes compared to that observed with SSRI antidepressant products,
but lower than that for tricyclic antidepressants. Epidemiological studies have shown that venlafaxine-treated patients
have a higher pre-existing burden of suicide risk factors than SSRI-treated patients. The extent to which the finding
of an increased risk of fatal outcomes can be attributed to the toxicity of venlafaxine in overdosage as opposed to
some characteristic(s) of venlafaxine-treated patients is not clear.Treatment should consist of those general measures
employed in the management of overdosage with any antidepressant. Ensure an adequate airway, oxygenation and
ventilation. Monitor cardiac rhythm and vital signs. General supportive and symptomatic measures are also
recommended. Induction of emesis is not recommended. Gastric lavage with a large bore orogastric tube with
appropriate airway protection, if needed, may be indicated if performed soon after ingestion or in symptomatic
patients. Activated charcoal should be administered. Due to the large volume of distribution of this drug, forced
diuresis, dialysis, hemoperfusion, and exchange transfusion are unlikely to be of benefit. No specific antidotes for
venlafaxine are known. In managing overdosage, consider the possibility of multiple drug involvement. Consider
contacting a poison control center for additional information on the treatment of overdose. Telephone numbers for
certified poison control centers are listed in the Physicians’ Desk Reference® (PDR). DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION:
Consult full prescribing information for dosing instructions. Switching Patients to or From an MAOI—At least 14
days should elapse between discontinuation of an MAOI and initiation of therapy with Effexor XR.At least 7 days should
be allowed after stopping Effexor XR before starting an MAOI (see CONTRAINDICATIONS and WARNINGS). This brief
summary is based on Effexor XR Prescribing Information W10404C027, revised May 2007.
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• The most common adverse events reported in EFFEXOR XR short-
term placebo-controlled MDD, generalized anxiety disorder (GAD),
social anxiety disorder (SAD), and/or panic disorder (PD) trials
(incidence ≥10% and ≥2x that of placebo) were anorexia,
asthenia, constipation, dizziness, dry mouth, ejaculation problems,
impotence, insomnia, nausea, nervousness, somnolence, and
sweating.



IMPORTANT TREATMENT CONSIDERATIONS

with EFFEXOR XR
* Patients currently on an SSRI should be evaluated following an adequate trial.

Suicidality and Antidepressant Drugs 

Antidepressants increased the risk compared to placebo of
suicidal thinking and behavior (suicidality) in children,
adolescents, and young adults in short-term studies of Major
Depressive Disorder (MDD) and other psychiatric disorders.
Patients of all ages who are started on antidepressant therapy
should be monitored appropriately and observed closely for
clinical worsening, suicidality, or unusual changes in behavior.
Families and caregivers should be advised of the need for
close observation and communication with the prescriber.
EFFEXOR XR is not approved for use in pediatric patients.

• EFFEXOR XR is contraindicated in patients taking monoamine
oxidase inhibitors (MAOIs).

•Adult and pediatric patients taking antidepressants can experience
worsening of their depression and/or the emergence of suicidality.
All patients should be monitored appropriately and observed
closely for clinical worsening and suicidality, especially at the
beginning of drug therapy, or at the time of increases or
decreases in dose. Anxiety, agitation, panic attacks, insomnia,
irritability, hostility, aggressiveness, impulsivity, akathisia, hypomania,
and mania have been reported and may represent precursors to
emerging suicidality. Stopping or modifying therapy should be
considered especially when symptoms are severe, abrupt in onset, or not
part of presenting symptoms.

• The development of potentially life-threatening serotonin syndrome may
occur when EFFEXOR XR is coadministered with other drugs that may
affect the serotonergic neurotransmitter systems. Concomitant use of
EFFEXOR XR with MAOIs is contraindicated. If concomitant use of
EFFEXOR XR with an SSRI, SNRI, or a triptan is clinically warranted,
careful observation of the patient is advised. Concomitant use of
EFFEXOR XR with tryptophan supplements is not recommended.

• Treatment with venlafaxine is associated with sustained increases in
blood pressure (BP) in some patients. Postmarketing cases of elevated BP
requiring immediate treatment have been reported. Pre-existing
hypertension should be controlled. Regular BP monitoring is
recommended.

• Mydriasis has been reported in association with venlafaxine; therefore,
patients with raised intraocular pressure or those at risk of acute narrow-
angle glaucoma (angle-closure glaucoma) should be monitored.

• Abrupt discontinuation or dose reduction has been associated with
discontinuation symptoms. Patients should be counseled on possible
discontinuation symptoms and monitored while discontinuing the drug;
the dose should be tapered gradually.

Please see brief summary of Prescribing Information 
on adjacent pages.
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