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Appendix I. National Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being (NSCAW)

The National Survey of Child and Adolescent WelisBe(NSCAW) is the only national,
longitudinal study of families who were subjectschfid abuse or neglect investigations or
assessments conducted by U.S. Child Protectivacger(CPS) agencies. NSCAW was funded
by the Administration for Children and Families kit the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, with field data collection carried by Research Triangle Institute (RTI)
International (1). A two-stage, stratified sampésign was utilized. In the first stage, the United
States was divided into nine sampling strata. Exflhese strata corresponded to the eight states
with the largest child welfare caseloads, and théhrconsisted of the remaining states and the
District of Columbia. States requiring CPS agenist tontact, i.e., that first contact of potential
study participants be made by CPS agency stafératian NSCAW field representatives, were
excluded from the sampling frame. Primary samplings (PSUs) were then formed and
selected from these nine strata with a probalplipportional to the size of the county child
welfare population. Each PSU was defined as tlgrgghic area served by a single CPS
agency.

With the first NSCAW cohort (NSCAW ), a total o2PSUs were selected. Within
these PSUs, children ranging in age from birth4gdars were sampled from all CPS
investigations or assessments opened during a hhmperiod beginning October 1, 1999. The
final child welfare sample included 5,501 childseith an overall response rate of 64%.
Extensive analyses conducted by RTI Internatiost®ished that non-response bias was
minimal and unlikely to be consequential for mastlgses (1). However, survey weights were
developed to adjust for imperfections in samplisgva@ll as survey non-response and frame non-
coverage.

With the second NSCAW cohort (NSCAW 1), the sang&JB were included whenever



possible, resulting in a total of 81 PSUs in 83rt@ms nationwide. Within these PSUs, a total of
5,873 children ranging in age from birth to 17.%ngeof age were sampled from all child welfare
investigations or assessments completed betweandrgt2008 and April 2009. The overall
response rate at baseline (wave one) was 55.8%diffeeence in response rate across cohorts
was attributed to various factors, including thge@r interval between studies, higher rates of
non-response observed for surveys over time, iserkatate and county restrictions dictating
access to sampled respondents, and the additimemofcase expiration” criteria to tighten the
length of time between close of investigation artdriview completion among respondents in the
NSCAW Il cohort (2). As with NSCAW I, survey weightvere developed to account for the
complex survey design of the data and adjust foresunon-response and frame non-coverage.

Further details regarding NSCAW | and Il procedwaesavailable elsewhere (2, 3).
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