
Appendix: MESH Terms 

Ovid MEDLINE: 
1. ((military or veteran*) adj5 (culture or cultural)).ti,ab. 
2. (assessment* or evaluation* or history or interview*).ti,ab. 
3. limit 3 to (english language and yr="2007 -Current") 

PsycINFO:  
1. ((military or veteran*) adj5 (culture or cultural)).ti,ab. 
2. (assessment* or evaluation* or history or interview*).ti,ab. 
3. 1 and 2 
4. limit 3 to (english language and ("0110 peer-reviewed journal" or "0200 book") and yr="2007 

-Current") 

Embase:  
1. ((military OR veteran*) NEAR/5 (culture OR cultural)):ab,ti 
2. assessment*:ab,ti OR evaluation*:ab,ti OR history:ab,ti OR interview*:ab,ti 
3. #1 AND #2 AND [2007-2017]/py AND ([article]/lim OR [article in press]/lim OR 

[editorial]/lim OR [review]/lim) AND [english]/lim 

Scopus:  
TITLE-ABS((military OR veteran*) W/5 (culture OR cultural)) AND TITLE-ABS(assessment* 
OR evaluation* OR history OR interview*) AND PUBYEAR > 2006  
1. Limits: English language 
2. Exclude: Conference Proceedings, Note, Letter 

 
Web of Science:  

TOPIC: ((military OR veteran*) NEAR/5 (culture OR cultural)) AND TOPIC: (assessment* OR 
evaluation* OR history OR interview*) AND LANGUAGE:(English) 
 
Refined by: DOCUMENT TYPES: ( ARTICLE OR BOOK CHAPTER OR REVIEW OR 
EDITORIAL MATERIAL ) 
 
Indexes=SCI-EXPANDED, CPCI-S, CPCI-SSH, BKCI-S, BKCI-SSH, CCR-EXPANDED, IC 
Timespan=2007-2019 

 



 
PRISMA CHART 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Records identified from: 
PubMED (n = 151) 
PsycINFO (n = 76) 
Embase (n = 38) 
Scopus (n = 286) 
Web of Science (n = 65 
Ovid MEDLINE (n = 53) 

Records removed before 
screening: 

Duplicate records removed (n 
= 183) 
 

Titles & Abstracts manually 
screened (n = 486) 

Records excluded (n = 410) 
• 211 citations were not 

related to clinical aspects of 
military culture. 

• 116 citations focused on 
military interactions with 
other cultures in operational 
settings. 

• 83 citations referred to 
impact societal cultural 
changes had on care of 
military / veteran patients as 
a convenience sample.   

Full -reports manually screened 
(n = 76) Reports excluded (n = 12) 

• Reference to military culture 
was non-specific (phrase 
“military culture” was used 
without elaboration). 

Studies included in review 
(n = 64) 
 

Identification of studies via databases and registers 
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service competence sacrifice collectivism mission deployment reintegration trauma hierarchy order structure branch generations occupation AD vs Reserve privacy stigma family sexuality gender

35 12 24 23 22 17 20 28 21 18 23 14 5 13 13 3 4 5 22 16 5 13

Furia, SR 2010 Navigating the boundaries: Army women in training x x

Green, G 2010
Exploring the ambiguities of masculinity in accounts of emotional 
distress in the military among young ex-servicemen x x x x x x x x

Weiss, EL 2010
The Military Genogram: A Solution-Focused Approach for 
Resiliency Building in Service Members and Their Families x x x x x x x x x x

Cameron, RP 2011
Sexuality among wounded veterans of Operation Enduring 
Freedom (OEF), Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), and Operation 
New Dawn (OND): Implications for rehabilitation psychologists

x x x

Hall, LK 2011 The Importance of Understanding Military Culture x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Straits-Tröster, KA 2011
Developing community capacity to treat post-deployment mental 
health problems: A public health initiative x x x x x x x x x

Bates, MJ 2012
Clinical management of suicide risk with military and veteran 
personnel x x x x x

Slone, LB 2012
A framework for accessing resources for military and veteran 
couples and families x x x x x x x x x x

Snyder, DK 2012
Couple-based interventions for military and veteran families: A 
practitioner's guide x x x x x x x x

Brim, WL 2013 Impact of military culture on the clinician and clinical practice x x x x

Chandra, A 2013 Unlocking insights about military children and families x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Denke, L 2013 An ethnography of chronic pain in veteran enlisted women x x x x x x

Flynn, ML 2013
Emerging community mental health challenges: Meeting the 
needs of veterans and families impacted by military service x x x x x x x x x

Hsu, J 2013
Working with veterans, social class, and counseling: 
Understanding the veteran population and implications for 
treatment

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Lester, PF 2013 How wartime military service affects children and families x x x

Parco, JE 2013
Policy and paradox: grounded theory at the moment of DADT 
repeal x

Rabb, D 2013
Citizen/warriors: Challenges facing U.S. Army Reserve soldiers 
and their families x x x x x x x x x

Stack, C 2013
Power and (in)equality in the UK's Armed Forces: Implications for 
working with ex-military clients x x x x x

Zinzow, HM 2013
Barriers and facilitators of mental health treatment seeking 
among active-duty army personnel x x x x x

Berkowitz, R 2014
Military Parents' Perceptions of Public School Supports for Their 
Children x x x

Forgey, MA 2014
Increasing military social work knowledge: an evaluation of 
learning outcomes x

Knobloch, L. K. 2014 Family relationships embedded in United States military culture x x x x x x x x x

Koenig, CJ 2014
Facilitating culture-centered communication between health care 
providers and veterans transitioning from military deployment to 
civilian life

x x x

Lande, RG 2014 Stress in service members x x x x x

Litz, BT 2014
Clinical heuristics and strategies for service members and 
veterans with war-related PTSD x x x x x x

Smith, RT 2014 Warring Identities x x x x x x x

Conard, PL 2015
Advocating for Deployed Women Veterans' Health Differences, 
Difficulties, and Disparities x x

Conard, PL 2015 Deployed Women Veterans: Important Culturally Sensitive Care x x x x x

Conard, PL 2015
Preparing staff to care for veterans in a way they need and 
deserve x x x x

Denneson, LM 2015
Military Veterans' Experiences with Suicidal Ideation: Implications 
for Intervention and Prevention x x x x

REFERENCE
Values Events Structural Organization Structural Differentiation

YearFirst Author (last, first)

MILITARY CULTURAL DOMAINS
Barriers to Care Individual Social VariablesCivilian/Military 

Gap
Language

Title



Kirchen, TM 2015
Understanding Person and Environment Factors that Facilitate 
Veteran Adaptation to Long-Term Care x x x x

Linn, BK 2015
On working with veterans: What social work and nursing students 
need to know x x x

Meyer, EG 2015 Assessment of Military Cultural Competence: A Pilot Study x x x x

Meyer, EG 2015 The Importance of Understanding Military Culture x x x x x x

Parker, MH 2015
How Community Health Providers Can Help Patients Connect to 
Veterans Affairs Resources x x x

Zimbardo, PG 2015
Social intensity syndrome: The development and validation of the 
social intensity syndrome scale x

Burgo-Black, AL 2016 The Importance of Taking a Military History x x x x x

Conard, PL 2016
Person-centered older military veteran care when there are 
consequences x x

Harding, S 2016 Self-Stigma and Veteran Culture x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Kato, L 2016
From combat zones to the classroom: Transitional adjustment in 
OEF/OIF student veterans x x x x

Kiernan, MD 2016
Understanding why veterans are reluctant to access help for 
alcohol problems: Considerations for nurse education x x x x

Litz, BT 2016
Adaptive disclosure: A new treatment for military trauma, loss, 
and moral injury x x x x

McCroskey, A 2016
Psychiatry Clerkships in Active Duty Military Installations: A 
Medical Student Experience x x

Meyer, EG 2016 The Importance of Military Cultural Competence x x x x x x

Conard, PL 2017 Deployed Women Veterans: Important Culturally Sensitive Care x x x x x x x x

Dela Cruz Fajarito, C 2017
Understanding combat-related PTSD symptom expression through 
index trauma and military culture: Case studies of filipino soldiers x x x x x

Libin, AV 2017
Perspectives of veterans with mild traumatic brain injury on 
community reintegration: Making sense of unplanned separation 
from service

x x x x x

Quinn, M 2017
Survey Instruments to Assess Patient Experiences With Access 
and Coordination Across Health Care Settings: Available and 
Needed Measures

x

Thiam, MA 2017
Perinatal Mental Health and the Military Family: Identifying and 
Treating Mood and Anxiety Disorders x x x x x x x x x x

Dichter, ME 2018
Women Veterans' Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence and 
Non-Partner Sexual Assault in the Context of Military Service: 
Implications for Supporting Women's Health and Well-Being

x x x x x x x x x x x

Maiocco, G. 2018
Care of veterans in a non-veteran health administration hospital: 
What is the status of nursing practice after continuing education? x

Vessey, JA 2018
Teaching Patient-Centered Care Through the Veterans History 
Project x

Vest, BM 2018
Addressing Patients' Veteran Status: Primary Care Providers' 
Knowledge, Comfort, and Educational Needs x x

DeVoe, ER 2019
Contemporary military families: Service in the post-September 11 
era x x x x x x x x x x

Maiocco, G. 2019
Care of veterans in a non-veteran health administration hospital: 
What is the status of nursing practice after continuing education? x

Moore, BA 2019 Treating PTSD in military personnel: A clinical handbook [2 Ed] x x x

Pyne, JU 2019
Development of a Perceived Access Inventory for Community Care 
Mental Healthcare Services for Veterans x

Sullivan, RM 2019 Children of military families. x x x x x x x x

Wilson, SR 2019
Female U.S. Military Veterans' (Non)Disclosure of Mental Health 
Issues with Family and Friends: Privacy Rules and Boundary 
Management.

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

McAllister, L 2019
Masculinities and emotional expression in UK servicemen: 'Big 
boys don't cry'? x x x x x

Lange, TM 2020
Pride in all Who Served: Development, Feasibility, and Initial 
Efficacy of a Health Education Group For LGBT Veterans x x x



Neilson, EC 2020
Traditional masculinity ideology, posttraumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) symptom severity, and treatment in service members and 
veterans: A systematic review.

x x x x x x x

Lane, J 2020
Australian military and veteran's mental health care part 1: an 
introduction to cultural essentials for clinicians x x x x x x x x x x



Related Clinical Questions found in the Literature

- Have you ever served in the military? (Burgo-Black)
- Have you served in the military? (Conard PLA et al)
- Have you or someone in your immediate family served in the military? (WL Brim)
- Have you ever been a SM? Are you a family member of a SM? (Straits-Tröster et al)
- Have you or anyone in your family ever served? (PLA Conard)
- Have you served?  Has someone in your family served? (Maiocco G)
- Ask if patient is a veteran (Vest)
- Have you ever served in the Military? (Conard, Armstrong)
- Have you, your spouse, your children, or your parents ever served in the military? Would it be okay if we talked more about 
that? (Meyer EG)
- Military affiliation, how long they have served.  (LBF Slone, Matthew, Thompson, Barbara)
- Tell me about your military experience.   (JK Hsu, Bethany R)"

- What does that [word/phrase] mean? (Meyer EG)

Service

- What is the nature of your service? (Straits-Tröster et al)
- How do you feel about your/their military service? How does your family feel about your/their service? (Meyer EG)
- Where & when veterans served? (RPM Cameron)
- When and where did you serve?  (JK Hsu, Bethany R)

Competence - None found.
Sacrifice - How does the compartmentalization taught in the miltiary impact your perception of stress? (Rabb)

Mission - How many duty assignments did you have and where were they? (WL Brim)
- What did you do while in the service?   (JK Hsu, Bethany R)

Collectivism - How important is it to you to be around other veterans? (TMH Kirchen, Gayle)

Deployment

- Tell me about your experiece while deployed? (Smith, Gala)
- Were you ever deployed?   (WL Brim)
- What was the most rewarding part of deployment?  (WL Brim)
- What was the most difficult part of deployment?  (WL Brim)
- When did you deploy?  Where?   (WL Brim)
- How many times did you deploy and how long were the deployments?   (WL Brim)
- What were your duties in theater?   (WL Brim)
- What is the possibility that you will be deployed again?   (WL Brim)
- How long was service member in the war? (ELC Weiss)
- Did you/they ever deploy? When and where? What was it like for you? (Meyer EG) 
- What their duties were while deployed? . (RPM Cameron)
- How many times they have been deployed and how long ago.  (LBF Slone, Matthew, Thompson, Barbara)

Reintegration

- Many prior service members report that adjusting to civilian life can be complicated, what challenges, if any, have you 
experienced with adjusting to civilian culture? (LMT Denneson et al)
- What if any issues have you been dealing with since your return? (Smith, Gala)
- Difficulties with redeployment? (Rabb)
- Is there an emotional armour that you used while deployed that isn't working well back home?(Rabb)
- Is it hard being separated from battle buddies after redeployment? (Rabb)
- Is there a lack of authenticity after coming back from deployment in civilian life? (Rabb)
- How was coming home from deployment, was it different than you expected?   (WL Brim)

Trauma

- Did you see combat?/How often were you "outside the wire"? (WL Brim)
- Were you explosed to blasts while deployed?   (WL Brim)
- What was your exposure to death of unit members, enemy combatants, or civilians?  (WL Brim)
-  Do you feel like there are any lasting physical or psychological effects of your exposure to these potentially traumatic 
events?   (WL Brim)
- Did the veteran witness death of injury of others?  Were they captured by the enemy? Were they tourtured? (ELC Weiss) 
- Whether they were exposed to combat, enemy fire, or casualties. Whether veteran was ever wounded, injured, or 
hospitalized. Whether they were ever a POW? . (RPM Cameron)
- Did you see combat, enemy fire, or casualties?  (JK Hsu, Bethany R)
- Were you wounded, injured, or hospitalized?   (JK Hsu, Bethany R)
- Did you ever become ill while you were in the service?   (JK Hsu, Bethany R)
- Were you a prisoner of war?   (JK Hsu, Bethany R)
- Have you ever experienced physical, emotional, or sexual harassment or trauma?   (JK Hsu, Bethany R)

Hierarchy - Rank (e.g., enlisted, officer)?   (JK Hsu, Bethany R)
- What was your rank? (WL Brim) 

Order - None found.

Structure - None found.

Family

- Has preparing for deployment (expectation of miltiary/unpredictablity/short timeline) caused any arguments / difficulties 
in your relationships/family? (Rabb)
- What was the impact of military service on your family?   (WL Brim)
- What was the impact of deployment on family? (WL Brim)
- Are you a family member of a SM? (Straits-Tröster et al)
- whether children live in a military family (AL Chandra)
- whether military parents are on active duty or in the Guard or Reserve (AL Chandra)
- whether children have experienced parental deployment (AL Chandra)
- whether children live in a veteran family (AL Chandra)
- assess support from the military environment, miltary peer relationships, or military academic transitions? (AL Chandra)
- Do you feel like anything about your military service affected your relationships (friends, spouses, family) in any way 
positive or negative? (Zimpardo, Bruskill)

Gender - Did the military provide an escape for you from cultural expectations of your gender? (JM Silva)

Sexuality

- Can you recall any incidents that made you feel uncomfortable as a gay service member?  (JEL Parco et al)
- Have you faced integrity issues as a gay service member while living under DADT? (JEL Parco et al)
- Were your peers aware of your sexual orientation? What about your superiors? Can you recall any stories of how others 
viewed homosexuality (yours or in general?) (JEL Parco et al)
- Why did you join the military, and why have you remained on active duty? (JEL Parco et al)
- How did “don’t ask, don’t tell” affect you? 6. Now that DADT is gone, how might you imagine things will be different for 
you? (JEL Parco et al)
- If there is one thing you’d like the world to know about what life was like as a gay service member, what would that be? (JEL 
Parco et al)
- There are people who believe that homosexuality is a choice. What would you like these people to understand about 
homosexuality from your perspective? (JEL Parco et al)

Branch
- What branch of the service were/are you in? (WL Brim)
- branch of service? (LBF Slone, Matthew, Thompson, Barbara)
- Ask about branch of service (e.g., Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force),  (JK Hsu, Bethany R)

Generations

- What years did you serve? (WL Brim)
- Importance of identifying what generation the person served and what Service. (PLA Conard, Young, Lact, Billings)
- Where & when veterans served? (RPM Cameron)
- Ask about dates of military service, where based, and locations where posted for duty. (JK Hsu, Bethany R)

Active Duty or 
Reserve

- Were you ever in the Guard or Reserve? (WL Brim)
- If Guard or Reserve, what was the impact on your life of being deployed versus impact when you came home and returned 
to civilian life?   (WL Brim)
- Did you feel supported by the unit?   (WL Brim)

Occupation

- What is/was your occupation(s) in the military? (WL Brim)
- What were the major milestones in your career?  (WL Brim)
- What did you/they do for the military? (Meyer EG)
- MOS (Military Occupation Specialty), (JK Hsu, Bethany R)

Stigma

- We recognize that it often takes a lot for folks to seek care, what barriers have you had to overcome in order to seek care of 
this appointment? (S Harding)
- How do feel about accessing services? (MDM Kiernan)
- What barriers either logistical or otherwise do you perceive with regards to seeking services? (MDM Kiernan)
- Do you think seeking MH will make you weak, unreliable? (Hoge) (Rabb)

Privacy - None found.

Domain

Civilian / Military Gap

Language

Values
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Intro 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

P P E P

Service P P P P P P P P P P P

Competence P P P P P P P P P P P

Sacrifice P P P P P P P P P P P

Mission P P P P P P P P P P

Collectivism P P P P P P P P P P P

Deployment P P P P P P P P P P

Reintegration P P P P P P P P P P

Trauma P P P P P P P P P P

Hierarchy P P P P P P P P P P

Order P P P P P P P P P P

Structure P P P P P P P P P P

Family P P P P P P P P P P

Gender P P P P P P P P P E P

Sexuality P P P P P P P P P E P

Branch P P P P P P P P P P

Generations P P P P P P P P P P

Active Duty or Reserve P P P P P P P P P P

Occupation P P P P P P P P P P

Stigma P P P P P P P P P E P

Privacy P P P P P P P P P E P

21 0 22 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 1 0 2 4 21 1 2

Key: 

- Blank: Component unrelated/not applicable (Category A)

- E: Component fully elicits domain (Category B)

- P: Component partially elicits domain (Category C)

Comparison of Military Culture Domains with Core CFI Questions

Domain

Language

Civilian / Military Gap

Category of Each CFI Question

Values

Structural 
Differentiation

Barriers to Care

Individual Social 
Variables

Events

Structural 
Organization




